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Chairmans Report - 2022 
 

Unfortunately, at the beginning of the year, Covid regulations were still 
in force, which again prevented a full schedule of Society activities. The 
restrictions were lifted at the end of June 2022. 

Some plans were also affected by computer issues which made it difficult 
to keep in touch with members. This problem was resolved when a new 
laptop was purchased for the society. 

The Muir College 200 year festivities, included the unveiling of a Blue 
Plaque at the school during the Founders Ceremony held on 05 August 
2022.  The plaque was unveiled by Sigi Howes from the Heritage 
Association of South Africa and the Historical Society of Port Elizabeth 
supported the design, acquisition, and handover of the plaque.   

The Historical Society of Port Elizabeth has, over the years, established 
numerous Blue Plaques on various buildings within Nelson Mandela 
Bay.  It was decided to set up a sub-committee to keep track of the 
existing plaques as well as to find other buildings which deserved 
acknowledgement.  Grizel, Alan and Graham were nominated to serve 
on this committee. 

Nelson Mandela Bay Tourism has proposed that a new look Heritage 
Trail booklet should be produced for tourists visiting the area. This will 
be one of the objectives of the committee for 2023. 

An outing was organized to visit the Park Hotel in Park Drive (Now Lilitha 
College of Nursing). Due to the problems with the laptop, it was very 
difficult to maintain communication with members so there was a poor 
turnout. The property seems to be well looked after in some areas, but, 
the building as a whole is deteriorating. 

A second outing to the Reserve Bank was unfortunately also not well 
attended. The very interesting tour, including the vaults, was led by David 
Tunley from Africorp. 

In November, a Trivia evening held at the 1820 Settlers Association 
premises. It was very well attended but mainly by 1820 Settlers 
Association members. 

The annual Christmas lunch was held at Old Grey Club in November. It 
was poorly supported but still most enjoyable. The “historical” placemats 
were a hit with all present. 
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The Wetland Heritage of Gqeberha: A Failure in Placemaking 
By: Graham Taylor 

Introduction 

The Looking Back article entitled “Observations on Algoa Bay 
Landmarks and Water“ (Taylor, 2021, pp. 9-19) argued that the Algoa 
Bay toponym became established as a dromonym (name of a 
transportation route) over a period of three centuries of global maritime 
trade (1488 to 1820) and as a pelagonym  (name of a maritime bay)1 
from the mountainous landmarks and the potable water of its shores.  
Hence, during the age of sail, Algoa Bay became a central toponymic 
landmark for one of the two global processes - the globalization of 
terrestrial and maritime trade between West and East - which have 
shaped the modern era of globalization.   

Linguistically oriented toponymists such as Pettman have been 
dismissive of culturally embedded place names.  Pettman (1931, p. 58) 
maintains that Algoa Bay as a dromonym is “another instance of folk 
etymology” and that the linguistic interpretation is “Bay of Lagoons”.  
However, critical toponymy considers place naming as politically 
motivated events, taking place in a context dominated by the political 
hegemony of the day, the permanency of which is influenced by time, 
space and power relations, albeit that most critical scholars focus 
narrowly on singular name changing events (Rusu, 2021, p. 3).   In 
arguing that the naming of Algoa Bay is a long-term consequence of the 
advent of global maritime trade, the utility of longitudinal toponymy in 
placemaking, and more broadly, longue durée perspectives in the study 
of history and toponymic transformation, becomes evident.  In founding 
longue durée historiography, Fernand Braudel (2009, p. 182) maintained 
that:  

“History is the sum of all possible histories – a set of multiple skills and 
points of view, those of yesterday, today and tomorrow.  The only 
mistake, in my view, would be to choose one of these histories to the 
exclusion of all the others”.    

The use of longue durée historiography for Algoa Bay’s toponymy and 
the development of global maritime trade, is contradicted by the 2021 

 
1 The terms dromonym and pelagonym are defined by Room (1996).  An Alphabetical 
Guide to the Language of Name Studies. Lanham and London: The Scarecrow Press. 
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event 2  of renaming Port Elizabeth to Gqeberha and Uitenhage to 
Kariega3.    Undertaken under the legislative pretext of standardizing and 
transforming geographic names4, the geographic renaming event of 
2021 has all the hallmarks of legitimating power, expressing authority 
over space, and establishing an ideological ethos of new power 
structures.  Globally, renaming has been associated with events such 
colonisation, decolonisation, and transitions from authoritarian to 
democratic rule.  In some instances, such events persist over time, in 
others, they are overturned when new power relations emerge, as has 
been seen in the collapse of the Soviet Union and Franco’s Spain.   

This paper argues that the social and economic benefits of renaming 
events must be considered through longue durée historiography for the 
purpose of transformation, inclusivity and national building.  As was the 
case of potable water attracting sailors along the shoreline of Algoa Bay, 
the article argues that potable water has been coveted by local people 
since time immemorial and that the renaming process for the city 
became fundamentally flawed by not considering the longue durée 
historiography of the area.  The centrality of water is demonstrated 
through a review of the early settlements of local people and the place 
names used.  Local names are elaborated to indicate how toponymy 
contributes to placemaking and a critique is provided of the recent 
renaming of Port Elizabeth to Gqeberha and Uitenhage to Kariega.     

Coega and Longue Durée Historiography 

The Port of Ngqura is South Africa’s newest harbour, having become 
operational in 2009 (InfoSA, 2009).  One may surmise that the meaning 
of Ngqura is well understood, but, it is not.  There are many variations of 
the Ngqura spelling - Coega, Cougha, Coecha, Koecha, and Kuga - all 
appear on the historical record (Skead, 2000).   The name is used widely 
within the Coega area and is used for features such as Coega Kop, 
Coegakammaskloof, Coega Hotel, Coega Quarry and 
Coegakammaskloof.  Two variations are currently in use.  “Ngqura” is 
used to depict the Port of Ngqura, and “Coega” is used for the Coega 
Special Economic Zone (SEZ) and for associated features such as the 

 
2 Braudel (2009), considers an “event” as being the traditional history orientation 
towards brief time spans as opposed to longer term history.    
3 Port Elizabeth and Uitenhage were renamed to Gqeberha and Kariega respectively, 
in terms of government notice 114 of Government Gazette 44181 of 23 February 
2021.  
4  South African Geographical Names Council Act 118 of 1998 provides for the 
standardization and transformation of geographical names.   
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Coega River, which has its source in the eastern extent of the Groot 
Winterhoek mountain range, north of Uitenhage (now Kariega).   

While dictionaries define words, the meaning of place names are at best 
contested, regularly confused, and most often obscure.  Yet, place 
names convey culturally embedded values, socialized through common 
usage, into the cultural praxis of a landscape, albeit that such meanings 
may be forgotten, lost, or altered over time.   

The meaning of Coega or Ngqura is a good example.  A 1973 work on 
the origin and meanings of river names, concludes that Coega means 
“waar daar baie doringbome groei” (where many thorn trees grow) (Du 
Plessis E. , 1973).  As recently as 2010, an archaeological report for the 
Coega SEZ, indicated that Coega means “sea cow or hippopotamus” 
(Binneman, 2010).  While the Binneman report references the work of 
the linguists Nienaber and Raper, a review of the source reference 
indicates that Binneman confused Coega with Koega (Kouga), the latter 
referring to the river which confluences with the Groot rivier to form the 
Gamtoos river (Nienaber & Raper, 1977, pp. 730-731).  Similarly, Raper 
(2004, p. 57) supports two possible meanings: a “thorn basin of many 
Acacia trees” or ground river but, views the former as more likely due to 
topographical support from local farm names (Doornkom).   

However, longue durée historiography indicates that local cultural 
practice, from the earliest times, supports the meaning of soil river or 
ground river.  Robert Gordon was one of the earliest travellers to Coega 
and his journal entry of 14 January 1778 states: “we reached a small 
stream, the Cougha which means Soil-River” (Gordon, 1778).   Nienaber 
and Raper (1977, p. 211), conclude along similar lines, indicating that 
Coega means “ground river” and in 1980 emphatically state that though 
linguistically similar, Coega must not be confused with Khoisan words for 
“many hippos” or “many thorn trees” (Nienaber & Raper, 1980, pp. 228-
230), albeit that Raper’s latter work contradicts the statement (Raper, 
2004).     

Skead (2000, p. 124), a transdisciplinary naturalist, with linguistic 
knowledge and ethnographic experience, addressed the meaning of the 
name by asserting that it is of Khoekhoe origin and is used as iNgqurha 
in Xhosa.  iNgqurha is also used for the Droe Rivier near Bedford, and it 
is that usage which provides the linkage to water.  The Droe Rivier had 
once been marshy and the use of iNgqura can be associated with 
formerly wet areas, which had dried, but, had significant sub-surface 
water – a ground river.   
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The oxymoron of a ground river can be understood by referencing the 
Coega fault, which enters Algoa Bay on the Western breakwater of the 
Ngqura harbour (Goedhart, 2012), and is a groundwater conduit fed from 
the Uitenhage Artesian Basin, the largest of its kind in South Africa 
(Mclear, 2001).  It correlates with the earliest Khoisan interpretation of a 
ground river - being the availability of potable water from underground 
water resources surfacing as springs feeding a river.  At various points 
in proximity to the Coega River, springs from the Uitenhage Artesian 
Basin have sustained human habitation.  At Amanzi, home to the author 
of “Jock of the Bushveld” – Sir Percy Fitzpatrick - groundwater irrigated 
the first commercial citrus orchards in the Eastern Cape.  Amanzi 
predates usage by Homo sapiens by several hundred thousand years.  
Early Stone Age (ESA) tools excavated from the Amazi Springs have 
been radiometrically dated to 404,000 to 390,000 years ago (Herries, et 
al., 2022), and archaeologists have concluded that the Amanzi thermal 
springs were a likely Homo erectus production site for manufacturing and 
distributing Acheulean ESA tools (Curuana & Herries, 2020).   

Befittingly, Hilary Deacon - the renowned South African archeologist - 
named the oldest stratigraphic member of the Amanzi Springs geological 
formation as eNqhura (Deacon, 1970), the members (Balmoral, 
Rietheuvel, eNqhura), subsequently being confirmed by Butzer (1973).  
eNqhura can thus be understood as a reference to the oldest people and 
water sources of the region, probably having been established as a 
placename over many millennia.  While the reasons for Deacon’s naming 
of eNqhura are not identified, it is nomenclatural practice amongst 
geologists to name stratigraphic members from names on topocadastral 
or topographic maps, or from the registered names of the land upon 
which the features occur (CGS, 1996).  A review of the available survey 
diagrams for Farms 294 and 296 Uitenhage, confirm that farm names 
were used as the nomenclature for the Amanzi Formation.  Farm 294 
Uitenhage is named Amanzi on survey diagram SG2024/1915 and was 
a portion of the Farm Balmoral.   Similarly, Farm 296 Uitenhage is 
renamed Rietheuvel on survey diagram SG455/1816 and, in all 
likelihood, the original name – eNqhura - would appear on the diagram 
attached to title deed Uit.Q.1-41 diagram (a copy of which could not be 
located).  The name of the adjoining farm (upstream of the Coega River) 
provides further evidence of the association with groundwater.  Survey 
diagram SG424/1816 identifies the Uitenhage Springs - the water source 
which led to the establishment of the town Uitenhage in 1804 
(Terblanche, 2004) - as being Sandfontein (Sand Fountain).    
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Settlements and Water 

The two water sources of Algoa Bay, which were used by early sailors - 
the shores of Hougham Park at Coega, and the shoreline springs South 
of the Baakens River – are now forgotten features of the latter-day Ports 
of Ngqura and Port Elizabeth, respectively.  Similarly, the historical 
record of Algoa Bay tend to focus on the mariner, and rarely on the 
perspectives of indigenous and latterly other local peoples.  Yet, early 
accounts clearly indicate the presence of indigenous peoples at ship 
watering points.  Barros (Theal, 1900, p. 149) describes how Bartolomeu 
Dias’s expedition, in 1488, watered their caravels from springs near St 
Croix island and how an explorer was landed amongst two peoples 
collecting shell fish from the shore line.  Similarly in 1752, French sailors 
watering their ship from the springs south of the Baakens River, were 
abandoned amongst indigenous peoples when their landing boat broke 
up in the surf and the stranded sailors walked to the Cape of Goode 
Hope, being followed by local inhabitants along the coastline for a 
distance of about 12 kilometers (three leagues) (Forbes, 1964).   

Across Nelson Mandela Bay (bounded by the shoreline of Algoa Bay, 
Sundays River, Van Stadens River and the catchment formed by the 
Groot Winterhoek mountain range), rainfall and vegetation types vary 
considerably.  The city has remarkable biodiversity, with forest and 
fynbos vegetation to the West and a rainfall of 560mm per annum, and 
thicket vegetation to the East with rainfall of between 300 and 450mm 
per annum (Le Roux, 2000, pp. 7-8).  Given the generally low rainfall 
throughout Nelson Mandela Bay, it can be expected that, as in the case 
of Coega, early placenames would reflect a similar reverence for water, 
irrespective of culture, race, or language.  Current thinking on the 
development of anatomically modern humans has pointed to the 
centrality of wetland systems and coastal environments in human 
evolution (Chan, et al., 2019), and the ecosystem services provided by 
wetlands for human wellbeing are clearly documented (Millennium 
Ecosystem Assessment, 2005).   Such services include the provision of 
food, freshwater, fiber for materials, sustaining ecosystem functions, and 
cultural functions.  The toponymy of early Algoa Bay settlements and 
rivers provide clear indications that the wetlands of Nelson Mandela Bay 
were the cornerstones for early settlements. 

Water and People 1752-1804 

From 1652 onwards, hunters and stock farmers of Dutch, French, and 
Portuguese descent had been shifting eastwards from the Cape of Good 
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Hope, with a vanguard of pioneers hunting for ivory.  Forbes (1965, p. 3) 
describes these frontiersmen as “rough and ready and usually 
unlettered”, moving gradually eastward in search of grazing and water 
for their stock.  Records of early contacts with the Khoisan5 in Nelson 
Mandela Bay are sparse, but, from 1752 onwards (Beutler’s expedition), 
the journeys of explorers and government officials are well documented.  
The Friderici and Jones map (1789), as depicted in Figure 1, provides 
an indication of the typical routes followed across Nelson Mandela Bay 
and the early settlements associated with water sources.   

Figure 1 - Friderici and Jones Map 1789 

 

When considering the map in relation to the travels documented between 
1752 and 1804 by August Beutler (Crampton, Peires, & Vernon, 2013), 
Anders Sparrman (Forbes, 1977), Hendrik Swellengrebel (Schutte, 

 
5 For the purpose of this article, the catch-all term of Khoisan is used.  The term 
includes people who may be termed Gonaqua, Khoekhoen, San or 
amaGqunukhwebe or any combination thereof, who would have lived in the area at 
the time.      
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2018), Robert Gordon (Gordon, 1778), Le Vaillant (Glenn, Du Plessis, & 
Farlam, 2007), John Barrow (Barrow, 1806), Lichtenstein (Lichtenstein, 
1812), Paravicini Di Capelli (De Kock, 1965), and De Mist (Jeffreys, 
1920), clear trends are apparent. 

Settlements were nodes in travel routes:  Early settlements were 
located along the main travel routes.  The Van Stadens gorge is a 
significant geographical obstacle and travellers forded the river 
approximately 2.5 km from the estuary.  Carl Peter Thunberg, one of the 
seventeen “apostles” of Carl Linnaeus (The Generalist Academy, 2020), 
the Swedish botanist who formalized binomial nomenclature (two name 
scientific system for species), forded the Van Stadens river on 12 
December 1773 and describes two large villages at Kaffirs Kraal 6  
comprising 200 to 300 people.   

From Van Stadens, two route options can be identified.  The inland route 
skirted the foot of the Van Stadens mountain, crossing the farm Brak 
Fontein at the homestead of Stephanus Scheepers (Ffolliott & Croft, 
1960, p. 47), in proximity to the present day Rocklands, before following 
an ox wagon road through Rietkuil to Uitenhage (Skead, 1993, pp. 467-
468), with Uitenhage subsequently being established on the farm 
Rietvallei.    As noted by Thunberg (1986, pp. 238-239), a large 
settlement of indigenous people was encountered at current day 
Rocklands7, who spoke a different language to the settlement at Van 
Stadens.   

Reeds and Water in Farm Names:  The original farm names (TSO, 
1960) on the route between Van Stadens and Uitenhage all indicate an 
association with water, in particular - reeds.  Farm names are Rietfontein 
(reed fountain), Brakfontein (brackish fountain), Rietkuil (reed hollow), 
and Rietvallei (reed valley).  Farm names such as Boschfontein (bush 
fountain), also indicate the presence of water sources from the 
indigenous forests and fynbos which must have occurred on the slopes 

 
6  Kaffirs Kraal is an offensive name for the farm located between the current 
Woodridge School and the estuary of the Van Stadens River.  The farm has been 
renamed “Yellowwoods”, the original naming is used to demonstrate the historical use 
of the land by indigenous people.    
7 Note 373 of Thunberg (1986, p. 239) refers to the area as being the Suurberge, 75 
Km North of Port Elizabeth.  The note is incorrect as Thunberg’s description clearly 
refers to current day Rocklands, the Van Stadens Berg coming to an abrupt end 
between Fitches corner and Rocklands, the sea being visible to the right and the 
Elands River mountains to the left.   
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of the Van Stadens Berg prior to the establishment of exotic pine 
plantations at the Van Stadens Forestry Station.   

Wetlands abound:  The travel routes which follow the general alignment 
of the Old Cape Road from Fitches Corner to the city centre, pass 
through areas with original farm names such as Draaifontein, Kuyga and 
Hartebeeste Fontein.  Kuyga (a Khoisan word) is also known as 
Vlakplaas or Parsons Vlei, and all three uses refer to notions of much 
grass, many vleis (swamps) and swampy areas (Skead, 2000, p. 55).  
These wetland areas are the headwaters for the Maitland, Chatty, 
Baakens and Papenkuils rivers.  According to Skead (1993, p. 319), the 
name Kragga Kamma (the Khoi word for pebbly waters) was applied to 
the entire area between Van Stadens River and the headwaters of the 
Baakens River.  

A Coastline of Water and Reeds:  Names associated with water and 
reeds dominate the farm names for the coastline between Sardinia Bay 
and the Papenkuils River (now known as Smelly Creek - (Skead, 1993, 
p. 517)).  De Fontein (the fountain), Strandfontein (beach fountain), 
Gomery (the Khoi word for the bulrush (Typha capensis (Skead, 2000, 
p. 33)), Papenbiesjesfontein (common reed Phragmites australis), and 
Papenkuilfontein (Dutch word for bulrush - Typha capensis (Brink, 1900) 
are all associated with reeds and water.     

Biodiversity and Mode of Production:  Plants and animals were 
central to the mode of production for indigenous people.  The travel 
accounts provide numerous examples of wildlife which occurred in 
Nelson Mandela Bay but which are now locally extinct, including Lion, 
Buffalo, Elephant, Hippo, Haartebeest, Quagga, Rhinos and Oribi (see 
Skead for an overview of the mammals which historically occurred in the 
area (1987, pp. 32-49)), and the usage thereof.  Thunberg describes how 
indigenous people used wetland plants for the manufacture of baskets 
which were perfectly watertight and used for serving milk.  Rushes were 
also used for huts which, like the milk baskets, were impervious to water 
(Thunberg, 1986, pp. 237-239).  Barrow (1806, p. 87) also provides an 
indication that wetland areas (or what he terms a morass) were covered 
in reeds.  For instance, the name “reed buck” was given to the antelope 
which frequented these wetland areas (see Skead (1987, pp. 599-607) 
for a discussion of the distinction between the species of reed buck 
identified).   

Water and Displacement:  During the period 1752 to 1804, there were 
significant conflicts between the indigenous people of Nelson Mandela 



10 
 

Bay and the eastward encroachments of hunters and stock farmers.  The 
area saw three frontier wars during the period, interspersed with minor 
skirmishes around land and cattle, but focused on the scarcest of 
resources – potable water.  For instance, a group of ”Gounaqua” located 
on the banks of the Zwartkops River (probably in the vicinity of present 
day Perseverance), complained to Gordon about being displaced from 
the Van Stadens River by Dutch farmers (Gordon, 1778, p. 16 January 
1778).  When Barrow travelled through the Zwartkops valley in 1797, 
there were only four frontier families occupying the area (Barrow, 1806, 
p. 86) and atrocities were committed by all parties to the conflict, as 
documented in De Mist’s recommendations for the enlightened 
administration of the Cape by the Batavian Republic from 1803 to 1806.  
De Mist’s findings resulted in significant improvements for the area, with 
the subsequent administrative centre being named after De Mist – 
Uitenhage – in recognition of the far-reaching reforms which he 
introduced, including education, freedom of religion, restrictions on 
slavery, and a justice system (Jeffreys, 1920). 

The Gqeberha Event of 2021  

On 23 February 2021, the place names of Port Elizabeth and Uitenhage 
were changed to Gqeberha and Kariega respectively, by a government 
notice that the National Minister of Arts and Culture had approved the 
names, but no legislative basis for doing so was cited (DSAC, 2021).  
Setting aside the procedural matters, public participation, objections and 
motives for undertaking the name changes, this section considers the 
meaning of the names Gqeberha and Kariega.    

The name change was originally motivated by a Mr Boy Lamani who 
indicated that Gqeberha is the Xhosa name for Walmer township and the 
same newspaper report indicated that it was the Xhosa name for the 
Baakens River (Nkosi, 2019).   Three possible explanations have been 
put forward for the meaning of the name.  According to the website “The 
Casual Observer”, a Annette du Plessis indicates that “Gqeberha”, 
“Gaibexa”, and “Kabega” originate from the Khoisan meaning “full of 
taaibos” (McCleland, 2021).  The only other reference to the “taaibos” 
meaning was on the Opera News website (Nomdez, 2021) which is a 
crowd sourced content news provider (Adeyemi, 2021).   The “taaibos” 
is the common wild current, or fire-thorn karee (Searsia pyroides) known 
in Xhosa as “ntlokotshane”.   

A second possible explanation was postulated by Mr Christian Martin, a 
member of the Eastern Cape Geographic Names Committee, and a 
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prominent Khoisan activist, who was of the view that the name came 
from unGqeba, the tree used for assegai (spear) shafts (Buddleja 
saligna) (Martin, 2021).    

A third meaning was originally put forward by Raper (1989, p. 96;162), 
an entry which also appears in the digital database of place names 
maintained by the Unit for Language Facilitation and Empowerment of 
the University of the Free State (DuPlessis, 2022), namely, that is was: 
the Khoikhoi name for the Bakens River, which enters the Indian Ocean 
at Port Elizabeth. Derived from tkäa, tka, ‘valley’, the name means ‘in the 
valley’ or ‘valley river’: the Xhosa name for the river, eVeli, ‘in the valley’, 
has the same meaning. 

Gqeberha and Longue Durée historiography 

The meaning of the Gqeberha name is best understood through longue 
durée historiography and longitudinal toponomy.  According to Skead 
(1993, p. 268) “Kabega” is a corruption of the Khoisan word for the 
common reed (Phragmites australis).  While the linguist Nienaber had 
not known the meaning of Kabega in 1980 (1980, p. 439), he did 
personally communicate the reed meaning to Skead in 1992 (2000, p. 
16).   Raper (2022) has also confirmed that the meaning of Gqeberha 
comes from the Khoisan word for reed.  Based on oral histories provided 
to Skead (2000, p. 133), the name Gqeberha was applied by Xhosa 
inhabitants to Walmer township, and not to the Baakens river, as the 
Baakens River had been known as “iCacadu” according to oral history.  
Furthermore, eCacadu had been used to depict the broader area 
surrounding the Baakens River.   

Figure 2 depicts an extract from a 1900 map of Port Elizabeth (Brink) 
which indicates the use of Kabega for the two tributaries of the Baakens 
above Frames Drift (-33.958834, 25.514789).  The southern tributary is 
labelled “Klein Kabega”, while the Northern tributary is labelled “Kabega 
or Baakens”. 

However, in a subsequent undated map (PEM, ND), as depicted within 
Figure 3, the “Klein Kabega” has moved to the southern tributary of the 
confluence with the Baakens River, located at Dodds Farm (-33.969660, 
25.575733), and the “Kabega” has disappeared from the map of the 
Baakens River above Frames Drift.  It is indeterminate whether the shift 
is a cartographic error or the function of an unknown variable.   
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Figure 2 – Map of Port Elizabeth - Brink 1900 

 

Figure 3 - Undated PEM map depicting Klein Kabega 
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But, the key to understanding the centrality of the Gqeberha place name 
and the apparent contradictions between Cacadu and Gqeberha, rest in 
Skead’s (2000, p. 109) observation that the Khoisan do not seem to have 
differentiated between the several types of reed like growth which is 
characteristic of wetland areas.  Two types of reed growth dominate the 
areas in proximity to the Baakens River and the maps in figures 2 and 3 
provide the clues that indicate the species and distribution. 

Phagmites australis (common reed, umhlanga (Zulu), fluitjiesriet 
(Afrikaans)) is a tall monocot grass, is the most common of the 
Phagmites genus, and is the most widely distributed angiosperm 
(flowering species) in the world (Good, 1974).  Throughout the world, the 
plant has been a critical resource amongst ancient cultures and has been 
widely utilized (Canavan, 2016).  From the early travel records, it is 
apparent that the plant was central to daily life around the early 
settlements of Nelson Mandela Bay and according to Barrow (Barrow, 
1806, p. 87) springs and swamps were covered in the common reed.  
Figure 4 is an extract from a drawing attributed to Robert Gordon (1779) 
which depicts Khoisan dancers and musicians at a kraal.  While the 
precise geographic location of the scene is indeterminate, as the dates 
are uncertain, the painting is indicative of a typical indigenous Khoisan 
settlement which may well have been within Nelson Mandela Bay. 

Figure 4 - Gordon (1779) A Khoikhoi kraal with Dancers and Musicians 
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Many items depicted within the Figure 4 drawing would have been 
manufactured from plants sourced from wetland areas.  Phagmites 
australis would have been used for arrow shafts, walls and fences, 
tobacco pipestems, musical instruments, baskets, fencing and sitting 
mats (Van Wyk & Gericke, 2000, pp. 318-320).  The farm 
“Papenbiesjesfontein” (see figure 2) is the original farm name for the 
area now covered by South End, and the two Gordon fountains – the 
original ship watering points south of the Baakens River – would have 
occurred on this farm.  According to Skead (1993, p. 424), Paapkuil 
refers to the bulrush (Typha capensis) a wetland plant which would have 
proliferated at the farm depicted as Papenkuils Fontein in Figure 2.  An 
extensive wetland system would have been in existence with a large 
estuary, which is also depicted within Figure 2.  Similarly, Gomery is also 
likely to be a Khoisan word for bulrush (Typha capensis) according to 
Nienaber in a personal communication to Skead  (2000, p. 33). 

Despite the distinctions made between Typha capensis and Phragmites 
australis, the consideration of individual place names does not reflect the 
totality of use benefits which wetland species would have provided to 
indigenous communities in wetland areas.  Works such as those by Van 
Wyk and Gericke (2000, pp. 311-326) identify a range of wetland 
vegetation types which would have been used by such communities and 
many of those identified, and more, occur in direct proximity to the 
wetland areas of Nelson Mandela Bay.  Singularly, Phragmites australis, 
has many uses, some of which are identified in Figure 5, but, the 
ecological infrastructure benefits would have been infinitely more.     

Figure 5 - Uses of Phragmites australis (Gqeberha) 
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Where have the Wetlands gone? 

A reflection on Figures 1, 2, 3 and 4 clearly indicates a gradual change 
in the type of names on the maps of the city.  From farm names which 
reflect the relationship between wetlands and people, names have 
changed towards urban landscapes reflecting the heroes of events 
(Walmer, Victoria Park, St Georges Park).  Yet, an irony exists, for as 
new urban parks were established, traditional wetlands were destroyed.  
The historical record of Victoria Park High School (Clarke & Du Preez, 
2017, p. 49) provides an excellent example of how wetlands were 
drained and wetland sapping vegetation planted, to dry out the 
headwaters of the very water sources which attracted the pioneering 
sailing vessels to the shores of Algoa Bay.  The source of the Gordon 
springs was fed by the vast wetlands which were in place in the Victoria 
Park area, that drained into the Hume River (Papenbiesjesfontein).  To 
establish the school and the other sports fields now found in the area, 
large areas of wetland vegetation were cleared, streams canalized, and 
blue gum trees planted to dry out the land.   

Similarly, Figure 2 depicts a large “Walmer Commonage” and a “Drinking 
Place” for watering of cattle, while Figure 3 shows a vastly reduced 
commonage and a well.  Today, a derelict airport radar station stands 
atop the well, and the area is dry - albeit that some evidence of the former 
wetland still remains.     

Wetland loss is widespread.  The Hume River8 wetland was quarried to 
establish the narrow-gauge railway depot and canalized into the harbour.  
The extensive wetland and estuary of the Papenkuils Fontein depicted 
in Figure 2 is now known as Smelly Creek, canalized into the ocean, and 
filled with construction waste.  Wetlands which fed the Baakens River 
have been hardened and channelled into stormwater systems, water no 
longer flowing along permeable surfaces to recharge groundwater 
systems.  John Brown’s dam at the top of Mount Road is now covered 

 
8 The Hume River is a watercourse having its headwaters in the Walmer Township 
area and the narrow-gauge railway line is adjacent to the stream.  The narrow-gauge 
railway depot is within the Happy Valley Quarry located between the suburbs of 
Humewood and Humerail.  The quarry is labelled as the Happy Valley Quarry on the 
Port Elizabeth Harbour map (SAR, 1952).  Harradine (2002, p. 93) indicates that the 
area was the original Happy Valley which was used for recreational purposes, prior 
to being re-established on the Shark (Zak) river.  The Hume River is located on the 
farm Papenbiesjesfontein.  The name Hume River appears on a number of maps, 
and is referenced in the history of Victoria Park High School whose grounds formed 
part of the headwaters of the river (Clarke & Du Preez, 2017).   
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by the sports fields of the Old Grey Club.  The Port Elizabeth golf course 
has greens and alien vegetation where it once fed meandering streams 
into the Baakens.  The drinking wells of Westbourne Road, Victoria Park, 
Trinder Square and countless others are hardened and dry.   

In Uitenhage, now renamed to Kariega, the wetlands which existed on 
the watercourse between Springs (Uitenhage’s first water source) and 
the Zwartkops River, are canalized and destroyed.  Kariega is a Khoisan 
name for “Steenbok” (Raphicerus campestris), a small antelope which 
inhabits the drier and more sparsely vegetated areas 10 kilometers north 
of Uitenhage, and not the thicket vegetation that characterizes the 
Uitenhage area (Skead, 1987, p. 596), (Skead, 2000, p. 45).  The 
Kariega River (not to be confused with the Kariega River in Ndlambe) 
rises to the North of the Groot Winterhoek mountains (a Steenbok area) 
and flows into the Sunday’s River.  Ironically, the Eastern Cape 
Geographic Names Committee had originally considered changing 
Uitenhage’s name to Qhagqiwa, but, then removed the name for 
unstated reasons.  According to the proponents of the name change to 
Kariega, the original name for the Zwartkops river was Kariega (News 
24, 2018).  However, according to Skead (1993, p. 447) the Xhosa name 
for the Zwartkops was Qhagqiwa, which means “it is broken”.  No records 
are available detailing the reasons for the rejection of Qhagqiwa, but 
there is unreferenced speculation that it was politically unacceptable to 
rename Uitenhage to a name ridiculed for its association with the 
widespread collapse of services which have taken place in the town.   

When one considers Qhagqiwa in the spatial, geohydrological, and 
cultural contexts of the Zwartkops River system, the significance of the 
meaning becomes apparent.  The Zwartkops river has a wide flood plain 
and the system can be considered as ephemeral as it does not visibly 
flow for long periods of time.  The system has the appearance of a broken 
river due to large pools of water, interspersed with vast tracts of alluvial 
gravels, which have been extensively mined.  Prior to mining and 
industrialization, the river system would have had the appearance of a 
series of large pools, all functioning to recharge the Uitenhage aquifer – 
the largest in South Africa.  The establishment of industrial wastewater 
retention ponds (from the wool washing industry), the mining of sand and 
alluvial gravels, and the discharge of wastewater into the system, have 
fundamentally altered the ecosystem, with long term negative 
consequences for the underlying aquifer.  Paradoxically, the Zwartkops 
system is now ecologically broken - as a consequence of the destruction 
of its original “broken” wetland system - and conversion, through mining, 
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into a free-flowing system for the conveyance of treated wastewater, 
much of which is no longer recharging aquifers.    

Placemaking and Namemaking 

Placemaking is an urban design principle which focuses on the way in 
which human beings transform the places in which they find themselves, 
into places where they live.  The approach is based on a democratic and 
participatory process of creating quality places where people want to live, 
work, play and learn (Schneekloth & Shibley, 1995).  The approach is at 
the core of much of the work being undertaken by development agents 
focusing on the regeneration of Nelson Mandela Bay.  The cultural 
geographer – Maoz Azaryahu – has argued that placenames are not 
mere geographic signifiers, but a dynamic cultural construct that is 
shaped and reshaped through history.  Namemaking (the procedure by 
which names are accorded to locations) is a crucial first step to 
placemaking and has far reaching implications for long term 
placemaking, with fundamental consequences for economic sectors 
such as tourism (Azaryahu, 2020).   

Development agents play a role in placemaking.  The Mandela Bay 
Development Agency (MBDA), has had a municipal mandate since 
2003, of, inter alia, reversing the urban decay in the inner city and driving 
regeneration in areas of Nelson Mandela Bay (MBDA, 2021).  The MBDA 
has several strategic objectives which include placemaking, namely: 
safe pedestrian routes; transformation of the Uitenhage railway sheds; 
the St Peters Development Project; Helenvale Parks and Sports field 
project; Bayworld and Happy Valley; Baakens Zip Line; and the Baakens 
parkway.  Namemaking is the first step to placemaking, and the 
challenge of integrating the renamed Gqeberha - the meaning of which 
is not known or understood - is at best a confusing challenge.   

The Swamp of Name Changes – A Way Forward 

These reflections on the place name of Gqeberha are intended to 
demonstrate the potential value of longue durée historiography and 
critical toponymy in placemaking.  Placemaking is an urban design 
principle used to assure common visions, and improvements in the 
quality of life of all citizens.  The renaming of Gqeberha and Kariega has 
been mired in controversy.  Two principles of name change 
considerations have not been addressed: the need to consider the social 
and economic implications of name changes, and the principle of 
retaining existing names, unless such are offensive.  Port Elizabeth and 
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Uitenhage can hardly be described as offensive, and longue durée 
historiography will reveal the deep meanings associated with each of the 
places (that is a story for another day), meanings which have significant 
placemaking value.   

The name changes have three tension points.  Firstly, powermongers 
believe in a name change at any cost - if it has an indigenous name – 
the meaning of the name is immaterial.  The approach has all the 
hallmarks of attempts at legitimating9 power, expressing authority over 
space, and establishing an ideological ethos of new power structures.  
This approach does not contribute to placemaking and can be 
destructive to the extent that names changed, may revert to their original 
form in time to come.   

Secondly, the Khoisan political lobby has rightfully used name changing 
as a political vehicle for extracting recognition benefits for the 
marginalized Khoisan heritage.  However, in the absence of meaning to 
the name changes, confusion has developed amongst the public on the 
meanings and rationale for the name changes.  Consequently, this 
historically marginalized community has missed the opportunity for 
communicating Khoisan values, whilst forfeiting the opportunity for 
placemaking with Khoisan heritage as the interpretive medium.   

A third point – loosely grouped as the objectors - reject the name 
changes with ridicule, even within communities having strong Khoisan 
affiliations.  The objectors ridicule the name changes as reckless 
expenditure on meaningless name changes with no economic and social 
benefits, all taking place amidst the general collapse of services which 
are being experienced within Nelson Mandela Bay.   

A single defining principle needs to be recognized as a way forward.  In 
the absence of longue durée historiography - a participatory process by 
definition - any change of existing names, or the introduction of new 
names, is likely to have destructive consequences in the longer term.  
Despite the availability of legislation and guidelines for South Africa, and 
the norms of established bodies such as the United Nations Group of 
Experts on Geographical Names ( (United Nations, 2006) and the United 
States Board on Geographic Names (USBGN, 2016), there have been 

 
9 The concept of legitimation is utilized as proposed by Habermas (1976) whereby 
political or other actors seek legitimacy for themselves or for an institution when a 
legitimation crisis is being experienced.  A legitimation crisis occurs when there is a 
decline of confidence in administrative functions, institutions, or leadership.   
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fatal flaws in the process, even at the most basic of levels – 
understanding the meaning of names.   

Despite these shortcomings, Gqeberha holds significant potential as a 
metaphor for water resource sustainability.  Given the low levels of public 
understanding, interventions are required which can demonstrate how 
the heritage of Gqeberha, in the broadest sense of the word – as a 
catchall for the sustainability of wetland systems – can be supported 
through heritage intervention programmes which contribute to 
placemaking.  In the absence of such interventions, the longevity of the 
Gqeberha and Kariega placenames are open to question.   

In conclusion, while there is public confusion around the meanings of 
Gqeberha and Kariega, a myriad of intervention opportunities exists for 
placemaking around the name of the person who embodies the spirit of 
reconciliation – Nelson Mandela - and our most precious resource – 
water.   
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Blue Plaque Project in Port Elizabeth (Gqeberha)  
By: Jenny Bennie  

History: On the 13 December 1982, the first of a series of ceramic 
plaques was unveiled by the Historical Society of Port Elizabeth.  The 
project leader, Hans Huisman, explained that although many old 
buildings qualified for the National Monuments Council bronze plaques 
in terms of age, alterations and additions had detracted from their original 
status.  It was agreed that they be recognised in a unique way.  Initially 
the ceramic blue tiles were individually produced for these historical sites 
by potters, but consistency in appearance detracted from their impact.  
The project was revived in 2016 using circular, blue, fibreglass plaques 
with laser cut inscriptions.  

Sunnyside 

24 Bird Street, Central 

History:  The first ceramic plaque, produced by artist Vilia Offerman, was 
affixed to “Sunnyside” in Bird Street in 1982.  This was sponsored by the 
Standard Bank, unveiled by the then regional manager, Mr Monty 
Surmon, and hosted by the owners of the Sunnyside Hotel.  The original 
house was built in 1855 by a German settler, von Rhonn, on land granted 
to the British settler, W B Frames. In 1873 it was bought by the Standard 
Bank (a financial institution founded in Port Elizabeth) as a prestige 
home for its General Manager.  In 1938 it was sold as a boarding house 
and after World War II it was converted into a hotel.  In 2011 there was 
a plan to transform the building into a three-star establishment as part of 
the Radisson Blu stable.  This never materialised and, much altered 
today, it serves as a short-term admission Psychiatric Hospital.  

  (Photo:  Nurturehealth)
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"Coolbawn Villa" (Nolands Law Firm) 

33 Bird Street, Central     

History: Currently this property is occupied by Nolands Law firm.  
Originally Lot 7 of the Hospital Lands, the house was built in 1880 for 
Michael Gleeson.    

 

  

 
        (Image: M Harradine)  
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The Lemon Tree Restaurant 

22 1st Ave Walmer  

22 1st Ave Walmer, Actual house - Lemon Tree    

 

The plaque was handed over to tenants in December 2018 by Jenny 
Bennie and Margaret Harradine of the Historical Society of Port 
Elizabeth.  It is currently missing.   
   
History: Ashleigh in Walmer was the property of William Henry Head in 
1902.  Robert Rees Perrot called it Hafod when he altered it in 1923.  Dr 
Robert Nelson Perrott, his son, had his practice here with Dr Robert 
Grieve.  He called the house Komani.   Today it houses “The Lemon Tree 
Restaurant”.  

 
(Image from “Hills Covered with Cottages”: M Harradine)  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
( Photos: Jenny Bennie)
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 GFI Art Gallery 

30 Park Drive, Central   

      

 

History: Hendrik Siemerink, an architect born in Holland, established the 
firm of Siemerink, Brinkman and van Rooyen in Port Elizabeth.  In August 
1920 he bought a plot in Park Drive.  His daughter, Gertruida, (later 
Brinkman) was the first woman in South Africa to obtain a Bachelor of 
Architecture Degree (Wits).  She designed the Art Deco house, 
“Ridgewood” at 30 Park Drive in 1936 for H.F.A Stockelbach, manager of 
the Ford Motor Company.  It later belonged to Abe Karstaedt, Mayor of 
Port Elizabeth, and was subsequently bought in the mid-1990s by 
Gutsche Family Investments, becoming the Ron Belling Art Gallery (now 
re-named the GFI Art Gallery).  Arguably the finest house in the 
International Style in the city, it has been saved and maintained, but with 
later extensions.  

   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

                     

   
  
  
  
  
                 

( Photos: Jenny Bennie) 
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Tramways Building 

16 Lower Valley Road    

 

History: The Port Elizabeth Electric Tramway Company building was 
designed by G W Smith and comprised a tramcar house and power 
station.  The first tram left from here in 1897.  The early photograph 
above shows the building on the Baakens River in 1907 with the chimney 
of the powerhouse (1897).  This was later demolished. Restored in 2015 
by the Mandela Bay Development Agency, it is now an exhibitions and 
events venue.  

  

  

                   

  

  

  

    

  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  

PE Library( )

( Photos: C Bennie)
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Savages Restaurant 

70 Park Drive, Central  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

)Photos: Jenny Bennie( 
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First Bowling Green in South Africa – Port Elizabeth 
Park Drive, Central  

 

The inscription on the ceramic plaque reads: “Founders Green opened 6 
January 1884 by the Resident Magistrate Mr A C Wylde.  This, the first 
green in South Africa was laid by the Port Elizabeth Bowling Green Club 
founded in 1882.”  The blue handfired tile laid by the Historical Society 
in 1984 is in poor condition.        

 
   (Photos: Jenny Bennie)  
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First Rugby Test match in South Africa, 1891 – Port Elizabeth 

Park Drive, Central  

 

First Cricket Test Match in South Africa 1889 

Park Drive, Central 

  

 
  
History: Unveiled on 9 November 1986 by Mr Derek Neubert, Chairman 
of the PECC/Crusader Club Grounds Committee.  The two plaques are 
on either side of the Friedlinghaus Gate, Park Drive.     
    

  

   

        

  
  
  
  
   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  ( Photos: Jenny Bennie)
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Diocesan Grammar School 

Corner of Whites Road (now John Kani Rd) and Belmont Terrace (now 
Athol Fugard Terrace), Central.  

 

History: Unveiled on 11 December 1983 by Historical Society Chairman, 
Alderman Graham Young. Anglican Church property, the building has 
served many functions including a bar, restaurant and home for the 
Aposolic Missiom of SA. It is currently being leased to the Grand Hotel.   

Photos: PE Library( )
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Bethelsdorp Church 

2 Church Street , Sanctor, Bethelsdorp   

 

   

History: The plaque was handed to the Van der Kemp Congregational 
Church, Bethelsdorp in 1987 for a new timber bell tower, in presence of 
the Mayor, Alderman Solly Rubin, Alderman Graham Young and Rev J 
Alberts.  The plaque was vandalised by a thief who thought it was metal.   

    

(Photos: Unknown)
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Le Bon Bakery 

24 Rose Street, Central    

  

 

  

 
(Photo: Looking Back, Historical Society of Port Elizabeth)  

   

History: This plaque was installed inside the shop high up on the wall 
but has long since been missing.  A second plaque stating “This shop 
and house were built in 1894, for butcher Arthur Marsh” was never 
mounted.  Exquisite blue and white tiles depicting the meat industry 
were donated to Port Elizabeth Museum at Bayworld in the 1980s when 
the shop was re-vamped.  Le Bon no longer operates from these 
premises.   

(Wikipedia)
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Fischer’s Jewellers 

33 Govan Mbeki Avenue, Central   

 

History: In 1861 Edward Preiss, a watchmaker and jeweller, moved into 
premises in Main Street.  When he left the colony in South Africa, his 
employee, A Fischer, took over the business.  Orlando Middleton built 
this Art Noveau building in 1910 and it was occupied by the company 
until 2010.  It then became an Art Gallery incorporating all the original 
fittings displaying art, jewellery, and ornaments until April 2015.  The 
building still stands today.  

      

   

   
                     
   
   
                
       

  

  

  

  
(Photos: D. 
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Zwartkops Rowing Club 

52 Towpath, Redhouse   

 
   (Photos: Jenny Bennie and bottom left: Wikipedia)  

  
History: The Zwartkops Rowing Club was founded in 1873 at Redhouse 
some 10km from Port Elizabeth on the banks of the Zwartkops River.  It 
is the oldest club in South Africa still rowing from its original venue.    
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Sources:   

Harradine, Margaret 1996. Port Elizabeth – a social chronicle to the end 
of 1945.  Published, EH Walton Group Port Elizabeth.  
 
Harradine, Margaret 2004 Hills Covered with Cottages Port Elizabeth’s 
Lost Streetscapes, Published Historical Society of Port Elizabeth. 
  
Lorimer, E K 1971 Panorama of Port Elizabeth Published, A A Balkema 
Cape Town. 

   

Looking Back, Journal of the Historical Society of Port Elizabeth Vol 52, 
53.   

 

Photographs are individually credited.  
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2022.  

  

 

-o0o-



40 
 

St Mary’s Cemetery – A History  
By: Liz Eshmade 

 

During the first British Occupation of the Cape, it was decided that a Fort 
should be built at Algoa Bay to protect the shore from enemy attack from 
the sea.  So it was that in 1799 Fort Frederick was erected on a hill 
overlooking the bay and was completed and garrisoned.  

The military homes and barracks were built on the flat land next to the 
Baakens River, roughly where today the road divides into Strand Street 
and Govan Mbeki Avenue.  

A site for a burial ground was chosen on the opposite side of the river 
from where the military lived.  This site had been selected because of its 
“seclusion and shrubbery”.  It was, of course, a military cemetery and 
grave markers were of sandstone or wood, both of which the years and 
weather would have eventually destroyed.  This has resulted in leaving 
no knowledge what-so-ever of exactly where in the cemetery the Military 
deceased were laid to rest.  

The few civilians in the area were farmers and the like, and would have 
had their own burial ground on their property.  Possibly, the very first 
civilian to have been buried in this military cemetery was Dr Caldecott, 
of Sephton’s Party of 1820 Settlers, who died not long after arrival. After 
the arrival of the Settlers the military granted them permission to use their 
cemetery.  Certainly, it would have been well used, but until St. Marys 
Church opened in 1825 no lists of burial were kept so we have no idea 
who might have been buried there.  

In 1842 the military granted a portion of their cemetery land to the Church 
“under certain conditions” and in the Vestry minutes of 1845/46 (page 
19) it is noted that the land had been surveyed and divided into plots for 
sale to the public.  While they were pleased, the public were regretful 
that the creating of the plots had led to the loss of the “natural and 
picturesque shrubbery, which covered this secluded plot”.  On 30 August 
1850, on the visitation of Bishop George Grey from George, the cemetery 
was consecrated.  

It is not known when the wall around the cemetery was eventually 
erected.  A painting by WJ. Huggins of 1833 does not show a wall and 
neither does the painting of 1848 by W.A. Harries.  It is interesting to note 
that as early as 1837 complaints were being received regarding the state 
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of the cemetery! Among other things, there was a “general air of 
untidiness” and a need for a wall to be built to stop the wagons taking a 
short cut through the cemetery to the fording place at the Baakens River, 
leaving a trail of destruction in their wake!  

That this cemetery has had a difficult time of it all the years of its 
existence is absolutely true, as will be seen from the following 
information.  

1849 seems to have been the first time very heavy rains had fallen since 
the start of the town and also the first time that the Baakens River came 
down in full flood.  The cemetery was then in its youth and possibly the 
little damage done was not worth recording.  

 

  An early view of St Mary's Cemetery mid 1860's  

1867 saw a very different flood, which caused very serious damage 
across South End.  There is little doubt that the volumes of water would 
have sought, and found, a short cut down to the river, even though, as 
photos show, the wall around the cemetery had been erected.  This flood 
also caused untold damage to the Muslim cemetery just below and next 
to St. Mary’s, which was not above the flood level of the Baakens River 
– a fact no one had known when it was first established.  Indeed, after 
this flood, with the staggering amount of damage done, the Municipality 
brought in a regulation that all graves had to be a minimum of six feet 
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deep (72cm) as a large number of coffins had been exposed by the flood 
waters passing through the cemetery and there was general fear of 
infections being spread into the population.  

The flood of 1897 damaged the north-east corner of the cemetery wall 
and again in 1908 damage was noted, but little appears to have been 
said about it.  It thus must go without saying that the 1968 flood must 
have caused great damage yet again, but this time the coffins that came 
down the river were from South End cemetery and not from St. Mary’s.  

One thing that is very clear is that a fairly large number of gravestones 
were dislodged from their positions and washed down to the Valley Road 
side of the cemetery during the periods of flooding.  Many came to rest 
on the graves of people who did not have memorials and, with time, were 
accepted as being the resting place of the person named on the stone.  
Investigation of the work done by Canon Mayo, in an effort to make 
sense of the burials book, which had been poorly kept, showed that many 
came from the top of Section CD where the ground was fairly level.  But, 
the force of the water hitting the stones from higher up was enough to 
dislodge them.  The affected block is today surrounded with a wall of 
stone, filled in and grassed and with the surviving stones laid flat.  

In the late 1880’s trees were planted in the cemetery.  The choice of tree 
bore little thought to the damage that would be done in later years by the 
spreading roots.  Many of those trees still remain, but over the years 
some have fallen and caused great damage and added to the sad state 
of the cemetery1.  

There is certainly no doubt that this cemetery was sorely neglected right 
from the start of its existence.  Maintenance was very neglected, 
especially once the cemetery was closed to the purchase of new plots in 
1898, although it is doubtful that there were in any case plots left to sell!  
It was a much-loved playground for the children of South End to be safe 
from the traffic.  No doubt being so central it was also a place to do deals 
on anything and everything and by the 1990’s, if you were in the market 
for a new handbag, you would find any number to pick from in St. Mary’s, 
as this is where the bag-snatchers of Main Street checked their pickings!  

 
1 Editor’s note:  In 2022, the Mandela Bay Development Agency (MBDA) undertook 
the removal of trees within St Mary’s cemetery.  The Historical Society of Port 
Elizabeth made a public participation submission and assisted in advising the MBDA 
on the work to be undertaken.  The removal of the gum trees have significantly 
improved the cemetery and the society will continue monitoring the state of the 
cemetery.    
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An article appeared in the Eastern Province Herald of Saturday 29 
August around 1925 (the year is missing on the copy I have) which 
showed the donations, subscriptions and promises received from an 
appeal for funds to fix up and clean the cemetery.  The appeal seems to 
have been made around April 1922 when Sir Hugh Levick “made it 
possible” to begin work.  It was followed by several columns of names all 
of which will be found in the plot owners amended book by Canon Mayo 
– these were not all plot owners but also the deceased names.  Very few 
on this long list (I only have up to the letter S) have a donation next to 
their name and it does cause me to wonder if the list was an effort so 
shame those who had not donated?  The article stated that “most of the 
names appended should be of interest to the present generation” 
followed a bit further along by “there are many more, which owing to a 
lapse of time it would be useless to record [and] what has been done by 
the few will show what might be done by the many if a little interest is 
taken in the matter.”  

Over a thousand pounds had been raised and shared among the various 
departments doing the clean-up.  It seems that, even then, very few 
people maintained their family plots.  It appears that the Municipality 
were not yet responsible for the maintenance.  

 
Cemetery damage from Gum trees (http://thecasualobserver.co.za) 
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The church sold plots to people who wished to ensure that, when the 
time came, they would have a place for burial.  In a time when death 
appeared rather frequently at people’s door it was wise to be prepared 
and to have enough space for the entire family too. Normally a full plot 
was bought that would take 6 people (more if they were infants or small 
children) but half plots were also purchased, usually by the parents, so 
that there was a place for them and no expense to the children.  You 
could select your own plot too, there was no just being placed in the next 
vacant spot in the row as today.  Quite how they sold the plots is a puzzle 
as when one looks at the original numbering of the plots there are cases 
where, for example, plot number one is next to plot 230!  In section AB it 
could be explained by the later filling in of the paths between each two 
double plots but not in Section CD!  

In 1889 Canon Mayo did an amazing job of trying to sort out who owned 
the plots and who was buried where.  The records had been allowed to 
lapse and he managed to make a great deal of sense of the mess and 
sort it all out.  Admittedly there are still errors, and there are still names 
in his lists for whom no details can be found, but he was at pains to admit 
that even with the closest attention to detail he could not correct it all.  He 
deserves our grateful thanks!  

In 1962 Adam Brand, writing in his column in the Eastern Province 
Herald, reported on the “cracked and splintered stones, the weeds and 
the overgrowth” in the Cemetery.  So, yet again, it was being neglected.  
Fair enough it was no longer used but it was the resting place of Port 
Elizabeth’s earliest inhabitants – people who had sweated and toiled to 
help the town grow and to whom a debt was owed.  

A year later, in 1963 the Historical Society of Port Elizabeth, reported on 
the condition of the cemetery and put forward a number of proposals for 
upgrading and also set about cleaning the whole area up – again!  
Unfortunately, some of the cleaning up such as tree removal, and the 
rather careless use of mechanical machinery, caused more damage and 
a further public outcry brought an end to the work.  One of the proposals 
put forward was to remove all the existing gravestones and affix them to 
the cemetery walls then grass over the whole area and make it a park.  
In the process the gravestone of WILLIAM LONG was attached to the 
east wall just next to the current entrance, to see how it would look.  
William’s actual burial site is not known and it is likely that his slate stone 
was washed down during a flood.  William was the Master of the ship 
“Locust” and died here in 1822, from a heart attack, while waiting for his 



45 
 

ship to load. His ship did the route from Cape Town (where he lived) to 
Port Alfred and it is ironic that the “Locust” was lost three years later at 
the mouth of the Kowie River! This stone is 200 years old this year!  

Big changes began in South End in the 1970’s with the upgrade of South 
Union Street to a freeway.  The whole street disappeared along with the 
row of little cottages that stood between the rear of the buildings in the 
street and the wall of the cemetery.  The entrance to the cemetery was 
closed and a new entrance made in the wall off Valley Road. No 
cemetery ground was lost in this work.  

The Port Elizabeth branch of the Genealogical Society of South Africa 
took up the challenge to record the gravestones still existing in the 
cemetery.  It was begun by the late Mrs Goldsmith as long ago as 1980 
and by 1987 was ready for a final checking, at which time she fell ill and 
passed away in 1989.  The work then passed to the newly formed 
“cemetery team” of the branch.  As so often happens when others take 
over a job, the decision was made to expand the book by finding out 
some details of the lives of the people buried there and eventually, the 
book was completed and launched in August 1990.  This work was going 
on at a time when Satanism was rife in the town and St. Mary’s was a 
meeting place.  There was always something to find when we arrived to 
do recording work!  

Other very early burials in St. Mary’s are worth noting: JAMES McPHAIL 
and one of his daughters both died in 1829 – he is unlikely to have had 
a gravestone.  Then there is MARY HUBBARD who died in December 
1835.  She and her husband JOSEPH came with the 1820 Settlers. The 
remains of Mary’s stone came to rest on another grave where it stayed 
for many years before disappearing during a clean-up. SARAH ADAMS, 
described as a “free woman of colour” seems to have originated in Cape 
Town and was just 36 when she died here in 1830.  And finally, there is 
WILLIAM SMITH, an acting bombardier in the Royal Artillery who died in 
August 1830.  One of the only military graves with a stone!  It was in the 
surrounds of his grave that Mary Hubbard’s stone was to be found.  
William’s stone was still in amazingly good shape in 2000 but by 2010 it 
was gone from the cemetery.  

As the Church burial records only start in 1825, we do not know what 
military personnel had been buried prior to that date but between 1825 
and 1869 (at which time the Military left for good) there are 63 burials 
connected with the military and includes wives and children too.  
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As might be expected of a port city, the list of seafarers buried, and 
excluding the victims of the “Charlotte” stands at 90.  There were 
doubtless many more who were never brought to the cemetery, but 
buried in the sand dunes near the wrecks they were from.  

On the Valley Road side of the cemetery there is a long stretch of grass, 
which can be misleading because it is full of graves.  When the Historical 
Society worked there 50 years ago, there were many stones to be seen, 
as had been recorded by the Canon in 1889.  When the Genealogical 
Society recorded there were two to be seen from time to time, one that 
was below ground but outline still visible and that of COLONEL 
COWPER ROSE busy disappearing under the sand and grass.  He was 
not buried here – his stone had been washed down from the top of CD 
as he is listed up that area by the Canon.  This gentleman wrote a book 
about his travels in the country during the early days of the 1820 Settlers 
and was considered at the time to be “Mildly controversial”.  It is my 
opinion that it is a shocking attack on the Settlers and their current state 
of want and it shows clearly that he, like so many in his position, had 
absolutely no idea of what those people were suffering.  He was on his 
way to a new position in the army and had stopped here for a few days 
to see again some of the sites he had liked when here before.  A full 
South easter was blowing and the ship’s crew said they could not take 
him ashore but, being who he was he insisted, and the boat overturned 
when it reached the beach and he was drowned.  

According to the records of Canon Mayo there are at least 25 burials in 
this row.  

In 2000, more out of curiosity than need, the late John Drury and Mary 
Runciman and myself once again visited the cemetery and walked the 
rows noting with sadness how many of the stones were literally gone 
from the place, taken away by the cleaners!  Then there were many 
others vandalised beyond belief, deliberately pushed over or broken up.  
Then there were the many vagrants who were living in the walled plots 
or keeping their possessions in the “tabletop” graves which had an easy 
to remove “lid” to keep their things safe when they were not there!  

One thing is certain – wherever you stand in St. Mary’s you will be 
standing on a forgotten grave of 200 years ago – they won’t mind, they 
will be so pleased you visited!  

Now, 22 years later matters are even worse! Every single metal fence 
around the graves is gone to the scrap yards.  More stones are missing 
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or smashed or used for other purposes and even the more ornate edging 
bricks around some of the graves have totally disappeared!  There are 
fallen trees and gravestones lost under the sand – no grass there now.  
It is a shocking reflection on the town and its history on the one hand, 
but on the other one has to understand that 200 years have passed and 
there are few around today who have any connection to the people there!  

  

 

  St Mary's Cemetery after tree felling – October 2022 (Source: G Taylor)  
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Mary-Rose Dold  
By: Lynn Middendorp  

  
Mary-Rose was born on 5th January 1927 in King William’s Town, 
Eastern Cape.  Her entire school career, which was very happy, was 
spent at Kaffrarian High School (KHS) as a boarder. On her arrival at the 
school, she found that she was the youngest boarder which inevitably 
meant that she was very spoiled.   
  
While at school in that era, not much attention was given to art or career 
guidance. However, Mary-Rose knew early on that, once she had left 
school, she would study art at Rhodes University, Grahamstown.  Family 
and friends thought this to be a very unusual thing to do.  
  
The world had been at war since her Standard 6 year.  Everyone was 
concerned with the war effort in some way or the other.  No attention was 
given to tantrums as just about everyone was affected, and many people 
faced severe loss.  Mary Rose continued with her studies.  
  
After school, Mary-Rose was successful in gaining a much needed 
Municipal bursary which was matched by Rhodes University.  She was 
able to register for a four year degree in art at Rhodes University.  
  
In 1947, aged 20, Mary-Rose married Tony Dold, on completion of her 
exams.  Tony was six years her senior.  He had spent six years at war 
with the First City Regiment and the Air Force, enlisting at the age of 18 
at the Drill Hall in Grahamstown.  They set up their first home in a rented 
cottage at the old soldier’s mess in Grahamstown.  
  
Mary-Rose needed to work, starting at the Art College run by the Sisters 
of the Grahamstown Training College, which later became the Carinus 
Art Centre.  Her colleague there was Val Butler, the sister-in-law of Guy 
Butler.  She also did fill-in teaching at the Training College.  Ten years 
and three sons later, they moved to Port Elizabeth.  
  
After settling in Port Elizabeth, Alex Kiddie of the Gilbert and Sullivan 
Society, asked her to give life drawing classes at the Russell Road Art 
School.  Mary-Rose did this for about nine years, in between giving 
classes at other art centres in the city.  
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She describes this era as the “golden age of Eastern Cape art”, recalling 
names like Joan Wright (Dorothy Kay’s daughter), Betsy Fordyce, Phil 
Kolbe, Hunter Nesbit, Robert and Jenny Brooks, and Neil Rodger.  
Smaller Eastern Cape towns also featured in this productive time.  
  
In time, Tony encouraged Mary-Rose to start working on her own.  She 
set up a studio in an outside room at home where she worked in 
graphics, printing, and lino printing. Her husband made a press out of 
hardboard for her which she used until she was forced to stop due to 
injuries to her hands.  
  
Her work was exhibited at local galleries such as Cuyler Street, Ron 
Belling (now GFI Gallery), King George VI (now our Art Museum), and 
EPSAC (now ArtEC). She also exhibited at galleries around South Africa.  
However, her ambition was to be able to exhibit overseas.  
  

   
      Left: 1987 Scenes from a farm childhood   Right: 1971 The fancier.   

Gallery: Nelson Mandela Metropolitan Art Museum 

She achieved this goal when she was invited to exhibit with the Institute 
of Printmakers in Winterthur, Switzerland.  As a result, she had six years 
of European exposure, with her works as part of their touring exhibition.  
  
Mary-Rose wanted to exhibit in the UK and diligently approached various 
galleries, together with a large roll of examples of her work.  Because of 
the international political situation at the time, South Africa was not 
popular.  As a result, not much interest was shown towards her.  
However, a gallery owner in Henley happened to see her work, which 
resulted in an exhibition held at Century Galleries in Henley.  
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After this mammoth output of printing, Mary-Rose turned to painting in 
oils, but the use of turpentine affected her lungs and she had to stop.  
She then started doing water colours and once again she exhibited, but 
at this stage her eyesight began failing and she had to stop that medium 
as well.   
  
Mary-Rose was shocked to discover that drawing was no longer taught 
at Art Schools and quickly held a very academic pencil drawing exhibition 
at the GFI Gallery in Park Drive to let her feelings on the subject be 
known.  Drawing has always been her first love and strong point.   
  
Mary-Rose chaired the Eastern Province Society of Arts and Crafts, 
which she joined in 1958, for many years.  
  
Mary-Rose continues to live in Port Elizabeth.  
 

 
 

Mary-Rose honoured at Art EC function in 2022 (Source: www.Netwerk24.com) 
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 Data Sources for Historians  
By: Franco Cilliers  

  

FIRST EDITION 1: 50 000 TOPOGRAPHICAL MAPS AND 
HISTORICAL AERIAL PHOTOS 

 
The Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development  
(https://www.drdlr.gov.za/) manages a National Geomatic Service, also 
known as the Chief Directorate National Geospatial Information (NGI).  
The NGI is responsible for the creation, maintenance, and publication of 
spatial data.  The most popular product provided by the service, is their 
1:50 000 series of topographical maps.  Previously one had to contact 
them and buy the printed maps.  With the improvements in open data 
access associated with the digital age, the public is now able to source 
digital copies of maps, aerial photos and a range of other spatial data 
sources.  The NGI has created a website where one can view this data 
free of charge.   

The website is located at http://www.cdngiportal.co.za/cdngiportal/.  The 
website is particularly useful to historians.  When the website opens one 
can use the mouse to navigate around the map and zoom in on places 
of interest.  You can then select and unselect the layers visible on the 
map which are visible from the menu bar on the left-hand side of the 
screen.  The layer which attracts the interest of many historians is called 
“CDNGI 50K_1st_Edition_Mosaic” and depicts all 1st edition 
topographical maps (see figure 2).   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 1:1939 Topographical map of Port Elizabeth. 
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For example, Figure 1 indicates the 1st edition 1:50 000 topographical 
map of Port Elizabeth.  Such maps are drawn through the interpretation 
of aerial photography which was flown in 1939 and such aerial 
photography is also available on request, for clearly defined areas of 
interest.  The historical maps can be browsed online, and should you 
require a digital copy of any information source, requests can be directed 
to the NGI email address at ngi@dalrrd.gov.za.  

 

 
Figure 2: “CDNGI 50K_1st_Edition_Mosaic” enabled on Map viewer 
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An Alarming Affair  
By:  Willy de Jong  

  

Having spent at least 25 years in the burglar alarm industry there is lots 
to tell as I have witnessed the development of the industry.  It all started 
when I was a schoolboy and took a great interest in electronics.  This 
was before the days of transistors and integrated circuits.  

My First Alarm  

My first burglar alarm was homemade and installed in my parent’s home.  
It consisted of coils which I wound with copper wire over a nail to act as 
a magnet.  A second nail was mounted on a hinge held up by the 
magnetic field.  To set the alarm you had to ensure the circuit fitted to 
the windows was closed and then switch on the power to the coil.  The 
window switches were door bell press buttons were held in closed circuit 
by the windows being shut.  Once the circuit was complete you pushed 
up the hinged nail to be held in place by the magnetic field.  On opening 
the window the field would be broken and the nail would drop on to a set 
of contacts to activate the siren.  When I discovered magnetic relays this 
became more sophisticated.  The advent of magnetic door switches also 
became a great help.  I remember the “Ademco” switches imported from 
America which were later replaced by cheaper reed switch.  

Joining The Alarm Industry  

 In the 1970s I joined the alarm industry in Johannesburg with ABA 
(Automatic Burglar Alarms) which was at the time the leading alarm 
company in the industry.  They go way back to 1955 where a Mr Isador 
Cowan who was involved in the insurance Industry thought it would be a 
good idea to go into the alarm industry.  I recall some of the early alarms 
which were built into utility boxes, something like a bread bin containing 
the charger and circuit technology.  At that time it was called “Automatic 
Electron Alarms” which later became ABA. Eventually ABA was taken 
over by Chubb.  

Transfer to Port Elizabeth.  

In 1980 Chubb bought Arkite Alarms which had branches in the coastal 
regions including Port Elizabeth.  I was transferred to Port Elizabeth to 
as coastal technical manager.  Arkite had taken over PE Burglar Alarms 
which was owned by Leonard Last.  I never met Mr Last but certainly got 
to know the alarm company which he had established.  The purpose of 
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an alarm company is to detect intruders and to relay the situation to the 
key holders and police and any other authority as required.  PE burglar 
alarms used two means of communication one being radio and the other 
being our Telkom telephone network.  For the radio alarms a radio 
repeater relay station was installed on Mr Stucken’s property on top of 
Lovemore Heights.  A radio transmitter was installed in the customer’s 
premises and would signal to the repeater station which would in turn 
send the signal on to the alarm companies control room.  Multi tones 
were used to identify the premises by means of converting the tones into 
digital numbers from which the origin of the alarmed premises could be 
identified.  The other means of communication via the Telkom network 
was a prerecorded tape with tones to dial the control room number 
followed by a voice message thus identifying the premises.  

The other alarm company in Port Elizabeth at the time was Sekurit run 
by Ken Victor.  They also used the Telkom network using Dual Tone Multi 
Frequency communication.  An interesting point of note, the sealed gel 
batteries we see in modern alarms did not exist at the time, so we used 
motorcycle and car batteries.  

 

Equipment used in the early days.  

Mechanical Detection Devices.  

Door Contacts  

At the time the most reliable switch was the “Ademco” surface mount 
switch.  These were available in normally closed contacts and also as a 
change-over switch (for interlocking electric locks on the doors for 
instance).  These were followed up by the reed switch, which in the early 
days were rather un-reliable.  Today they work fine.  Of interest was the 
concealed read switch which is hidden in the wooden door frame and the 
magnet hidden in the door.  The wiring was also concealed as best as 
possible.  Reed switches were also hidden under the floor or carpet with 
a magnet attached to the bottom of say a dirt-bin placed in front of a safe 
for instance.  The intruder would have to move the dirt-bin to get to the 
safe and in doing so would set off the alarm.  As this is rather labour 
intensive it is a pity it is no longer in use today.   

Window Tension Switches.  

These switches would be mounted on the side of a window with a piano 
wire attached to it across the window under spring tension. Should the 
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wire be pulled or cut this would open circuit the switch and set off the 
alarm.  This system was especially popular on Louvre windows.  The 
modes’ operandi of a would-be intruder would be to set off the alarm by 
pulling the wire from outside with a hook of sorts and watch the response.  
After a few times of this action the response people would get tired of 
going to the alarm and ignore further activations and then the burglary 
would take place with no response.  

Aluminium Foil  

This was a foil tape stuck to the show window and when the window was 
smashed it would break the foil circuit and set off the alarm.  It was quite 
an art using a special solder flux to solder the wires on to the foil to 
complete the alarm circuit.   

Slivistrip  

This was a silver conductive paint on a window in a thin line to detect 
breaking of the window.  Because the paint was of high resistance a 
special relay had to be used.  Today a similar system is used for 
demisting car windows.  

Vibrators  

This was a device with a pendulum under tension to a contact attached 
to the window or a frame.  On banging the glass this would momentary 
break the electric circuit causing an alarm.  This system was very prone 
to false alarms and thankfully is no longer in use.  

Trap mats   

These are pressure sensitive mats placed under a carpet when trod on 
would then provide a closed circuit to trigger the alarm.  Trap mats were 
also very popular at shop entrances to activate the Ding Dong door bell 
(simple but very effective).  

Fishing Line Reels  

Use was made of a fishing line reel fitted with a micro-switch.  A micro-
switch is fitted to the reel and the key holder would the run the fishing 
line through the premises and set the micro-switch on the reel.  An 
intruder would not be able to see the line easily and when tripping over 
it this would spin the reel in turn activating the micro-switch.  
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Holiday Alarms  

When clients went on holiday they could arrange to have a temporary 
alarm installed.  A radio transmitter with a charger and battery would be 
placed in the premises.  A thin copper wire called lumex wire would be 
run through the premises picking up strategic points forming a closed 
circuit connected to the transmitter.  On breaking the wire the alarm 
would trip.  The wire is not easy to spot and even the installer would be 
caught out in his own doing.  The drawback was you could not enter the 
premises without setting off the alarm and re-doing the wire.    

Alarm Wiring Methods  

In the early days wiring was done by stapling as the idea of using glue 
had not been thought of at that stage.  Twin flex was used as the circuit 
and a single wire was added for a tamper circuit and then twisted before 
being installed.  Along came multicore telephone cable and clear glue 
which was a great advancement at the time.  I am told by a technician, 
Fanie van Vuuren, that he came up with the idea of using glue quite by 
accident. He tells me he was doing an installation and accidently trod on 
a tube of glue laying on some cable and the glue that came out stuck the 
wire to the floor. So, he tried using glue to stick wires to the wall and yes 
it worked well so much so that alarm companies started making their own 
glue.   

Detection Devices  

In the early days before the Passive Infrared (PIR) was developed we 
had a whole array of electronic detection devices.  A great pity that it is 
all lost today as all they seem to install now are PIRs.  I am not against 
the PIRs but they do have limitations. I will cover the PIRs at the end but 
first let us go back to the early devices.  

SONOR (Ultra sonic as developed by ABA)  

The system consisted of a master unit connected to sonar transducers.  
The system used 40Kcycle transducers employing the Doppler Effect.  
These were arranged at strategic points with a transmitter and a receiver 
transducer creating a hot spot.  There were usually six hot spots 
connected to one master unit.  One head would be the transmitter and 
the other the receiver.  A 40Kc sound would be sent through the area of 
detection and the receiver on receiving an undisturbed signal would be 
happy.  However once movement took place in the area this would 
disturb the signal and the master unit would go into the alarm mode.  This 
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was used with great success in many premises.  The draw-back was that 
harmonic signals from a telephone ringing for instance would set it off.  

MESL Microwave  

These were imported MESL units also working on the Doppler effect but 
at a high microwave frequency. They had a range of about 30 metres 
ideal for warehouse protection. To avoid harmonic frequency 
interference the units were made with ten different frequencies.  You 
could identify the different frequencies by looking at the last digit of the 
serial number.  

Active Infrared Beams.  

In the early days ABA came out with the PR16 and PR18 infrared beams. 
The PR numbers actually came off the numbers used for flashlight bulbs 
in the transmitter heads. A signal was sent out via the transmitter and 
received on the other end by a photocell (an OC72 transistor with the 
paint scratched off was used for the receiver).  We achieved ranges of 
up to 100 metres with them and managed to conceal them very well 
using infra-red covers.  This was actually a very successful product but 
it had its limitations in that if you knew where it was you could crawl under 
or over the top of the beam.  The beams could detect small animals such 
as cats and I recall an incident where I was sent to look into false alarms 
in a warehouse.  The manager did not believe there were cats in his 
warehouse and he promised to give me a bottle of whisky if I brought him 
the cat causing false alarms.  The game was on and sure enough we 
caught the cat.  I held the cat by his back to prevent injury as it was really 
wild and presented him with the cat.  As I held it up however the cat 
wee’d all over his shirt and needless to say I did not get my whiskey.  
Strangely enough the false alarms came to an end.    

Other Electronic Detection Devices  

I also recall a Radar unit used by Leonard Last in Port Elizabeth which 
consisted of two huge antennae units covering a fairly large area such 
as a warehouse.  A lot of these protections were near the railway line so 
you could follow the progress of a train as the alarms went off along the 
line.   

Vast Array of Passive Infra Reds  

Today we have a large range of PIRs with which one can overcome all 
sorts of conditions.  These units work on the principal of picking up 
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infrared heat transmitted from a moving source such as a human body 
which contains infrared heat.   

 

Armed Response  

In the early days of alarms, the police were very keen to attend to alarms 
going off provided the key holder was prepared to go out as well to open 
the premises. The alarm serviceman on duty would go out as well to 
assist.  This worked very well and there was even a direct line between 
the police radio control room and the alarm company.  Unfortunately, as 
the alarm industry grew so did false alarms.  This caused the police to 
be unable to attend to all the alarms and the armed patrol service was 
initiated.  This eventually became the armed response as we know it 
today.  

 
A Chubb Control Panel from the 1980s with PC board circuitry 
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Books To Read  
 

Bloody Sunday by Mignonne Breier 

Published by:  Tafelberg, March 2021. 

 

Mignonne Breier was born and educated in Grahamstown and won the 
2022 Sunday Times Literary award for non-fiction for her book Bloody 
Sunday.   Reviews of the book have been consistently unanimous with 
the recognition provided by the literary award.   

Reviews indicate that the story has been told in a factual and 
unemotional way, and follows the trail of the remarkable Sister Aiden 
Quinlan, into the heart of a missing chapter in our country’s past.  The 
book meticulously traces the events leading to one of the most 
devastating massacres of the apartheid era.  

Sunday, 09 November 1952, is remembered as a day of infamy in South 
Africa’s history.  Few people know of the brutal massacre which took 
place when police opened fire at an ANC Youth League event in Duncan 
Village in East London.  Sister Aiden Quinlan, who had lived and worked 
in Duncan Village for many years, as a nun and doctor, was killed in the 
aftermath of retaliation.    

The book is a valuable addition to our understanding of the events of 
our recent past, and in so doing provides new perspectives on largely 
forgotten events.  

 Grizel Hart 

-o0o- 
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Guidelines for Contributors  

  

Contributions in English or Afrikaans not exceeding 3000 words are 
welcome.  All contributions must be original and must not have been 
published elsewhere.  Articles must be typed in Arial size 12 font, with 
footnotes at the end of the article, and must be submitted in MS Word 
(*.docx) format.  Illustrations must be contained within the MS Word 
document.  

For general style and reference techniques, contributors can refer to this 
issue for guidance.  The editorial sub-committee reserves the right to 
edit contributions where necessary, and the edited draft will be 
submitted to the author for approval before publishing.    

All correspondence in connection with this Journal must be addressed 
to:   
 
The Editor,  
Looking Back  

 

Contributions must be submitted by email to: 
info@historicalsocietype.co.za       
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES FOR THE YEAR 2023 
  
 
Ordinary & Family Membership:   R150 
 
Corporate Membership:    R500 
 
In normal circumstances events are arranged every month (except 
January), and include half- and full-day outings, an annual luncheon and 
Christmas tea. Our journal, Looking Back, is issued to all categories 
annually at year end.  
  
Members in each category are entitled to one vote at the Annual General 
Meeting in February of each year or at a Special General Meeting.   
  
 
PUBLICATIONS  
 

TITLE PRICE 
Donkin Heritage and Richmond Hill Trails booklet (9th 
Edition 2016) 

R30 

Port Elizabeth – A social chronicle to the end of 1945 by 
Margaret Harradine   

R450 

History of the EH Walton Group R50
Gazetteer of the Port Elizabeth and Uitenhage Divisions of 
the old Cape Colony, compiled by Bartle Logie and Margaret 
Harradine 

R450 
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Historical Society of Port Elizabeth - Committee 2022 
  

PRESIDENT 

Bartle Logie 

 

COMMITTEE 2022 

 

Chairman: Carol Victor 

Treasurer:  Andre Crozier 

Secretary:  Grizel Hart 

Member:  Lynn Middendorp 

Member:  Alan Montgomery 

Member:  Coleen O’Brien 

Member:  Graham Taylor 

 

EDITORIAL SUB-COMMITTEE 

Graham Taylor 

Carol Victor 

 

Website:    www.historicalsocietype.co.za  

Email:  info@historicalsocietype.co.za 
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Objectives of the Society 
 

i. To foster and promote interest in the historic past of South Africa, 
particularly of the Eastern Cape and more particularly of Port 
Elizabeth and district. 

ii. To stimulate interest in historic research. 

iii. The placing of descriptive plaques on buildings or other places of 
historic interest in Port Elizabeth and district. 

iv. To disseminate the results of its work in the widest possible 
manner by the publication of a bulletin or journal, or by any other 
means. 

v. To undertake the organization of lectures and visits to local 
historic sites. 

vi. To co-operate or associate with any other organization whether 
local or national having similar interests and objectives. 

 

 

 

     BANK DETAILS 

 

Standard Bank of South Africa 

Pickering Street, Port Elizabeth  

(Branch code 050017). 

Cheque account No 080274102. 

 

WEBSITE 

www.historicalsocietype.co.za – Please check our website and 
Facebook account for information regarding the society. 

 

EMAIL 

Contact the society on info@historicalsocietype.co.za 
 


