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Chairmans Report - 2023 
 

During 2023, the society has further eased out of the restrictions on 
activities that were brought about by the Covid-19 pandemic.  Compared 
to 2022, the number of outings increased, as well as our activities.   

Committee 
The committee elected for 2023 was comprised of four people and 
throughout the year an emphasis was placed on meeting regularity, good 
minutes, brevity, and ease of administration with the use of technological 
aids.  During the year the society acquired a new computer to replace 
the previous one which had aged significantly. The technological aids 
significantly eased administration and have been used to administer 
social media and the maintenance of the website.        

Media Outreach 
The 2023 committee has made interventions to increase the public 
visibility of the Society by establishing a broader electronic footprint and 
publishing items in the press.  Apart from our website at 
https://historicalsocietype.co.za/, we also have a private group on 
Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/groups/1152956971469391) 
which has increased to 393 members.  Our most popular communication 
channel is the WhatsApp members group and our regular email mailing 
list.  For any enquiries on joining groups, please email 
info@historicalsocietype.co.za. 

During 2023, the Society has increased its media presence with The 
Herald and Weekend Post through the publication of articles of a 
historical nature.  We have also received national level exposure through 
the Daily Maverick.  Over the past year, we have published articles on 
name changes, puzzling vegetation, whales, the decay of heritage 
buildings, crime, tourism, property rates, and the public library.  As a 
result, the public profile of the Society has been elevated and it has been 
requested to comment on current affairs and our views have appeared 
in print and digital media, podcasts, radio, and television.   

The practice of having articles reviewed by the committee prior to 
publication will continue during 2024.   

 
 

https://historicalsocietype.co.za/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1152956971469391
mailto:info@historicalsocietype.co.za
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Looking Back  
Since its establishment in 1959, the Society has published 141 journals 
in 61 volumes, with the first volume having been published in 1961.  Up 
to 1986, the Society published three to five editions per year and from 
1986 to 1993, two editions were published per year.  From 1994, one 
edition was published per year.  One of the first tasks of the 2023 
committee was the digitisation of all editions of Looking Back since 1961.  
The committee initially investigated professional digitisation through 
Sabinet but found the scanning and hosting costs to be prohibitive. With 
the utilities of modern technology, we bodged1 a solution from You Tube 
videos, scanned the entire journal repository and archived it on our 
website at https://historicalsocietype.co.za/looking-back/.  The results 
are perfectly acceptable, and each edition is searchable.  Adobe “pdf” 
downloads are freely available for download and judging by our website 
statistics, the function is well used.  Consequently, our monthly fee for 
website hosting has increased, but the committee took the view that the 
expenditure was warranted.  We considered installing functionality for 
member passwords and paywalls, but, following a review, it was decided 
that the administrative overheads associated with such steps are not 
viable at this stage.   

Due to the availability of digital versions, the Society has removed its 
back copy archive of Looking Back editions from the Main Public Library.  
Full sets of Looking Back are lodged with the Africana section of the Main 
Public Library and we have begun a disposal process of back copies at 
R10 per copy.  To incentivise disposal, we make back copies available 
at our events and encourage donations.  In practice, we have found that 
revenue from donations exceeds the disposal value. 

Presentations   
As a result of articles which appeared in Looking Back (Vols 60 and 61), 
and Society coverage within the local press, we received requests for 
presentations on Whaling in Algoa Bay, Algoa Bay and Global Maritime 
Trade, the Historical Vegetation of the Donkin, and the Wetlands of 
Gqeberha.  During 2023, presentations were given at retirement homes, 
women’s groups, Algoa Bay Hope Spot, the Nelson Mandela Business 
Chamber, Discover Mandela Bay, the Welcoming of the Whales to Algoa 
Bay festival, and at a number of other community venues in the City.   

 
1 Bodge:  To make or repair something in a way that is not as good as it should be.   

https://historicalsocietype.co.za/looking-back/
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Outings 2023 
The Society increased the number of outings during 2023 but is still 
falling short of its objective of having one outing per month.   

In February we visited the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan Art Museum 
(formerly the King George VI Art Gallery) for the “Paintings of the City” 
exhibition which displayed artistic impressions of the City in the medium 
of paint.  Our host was Emma O’Brien who led a detailed and informative 
discussion of all the works on display.   

During April, the Society hosted an outing on the Donkin, in partnership 
with the local branches of the Botanical Society of Southern Africa and 
the Dendrological Society.  The tour examined the historical vegetation 
of the Donkin and considered the two biomes and four vegetation types 
which historically occurred there.  A remarkable diversity of vegetation 
still exists on the Donkin, but the litter and crime in the area are 
unacceptable.  A report on the findings of the tour was prepared and 
submitted to the Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality.  As a direct result of 
the outing, the Society concluded a Memorandum of Understanding with 
the Mandela Bay Development Agency (MBDA).   

In June, the Society attended the Welcoming of the Whales to Algoa Bay 
festival where we spoke on the history of whaling in Algoa Bay.  Now in 
its sixth year, the festival has grown from strength to strength and 2023 
was its largest and most successful to date.  We look forward to 
continuing our support for the festival in future.   

In July, we visited the area between the Coega and Sundays Rivers 
exploring the theme of the Anglo Boer war horse farms.  We first visited 
the Hougham Park dune fields where a horse graveyard had been 
discovered (see the Hougham Park Horse Grave article in this edition).  
Thereafter, we visited Tankatara where we were hosted by the Lake 
family for a tour of the farm.  The Society last visited Tankatara in 2005 
for the 100 year anniversary of the Lakes at Tankatara.  Tankatara was 
used as a horse convalescence farm during the Anglo Boer war and 
some of the infrastructure from the war remains intact.       

In August, the Society visited the Port Elizabeth St Georges Club located 
in Bird street, Central.  At “the club” we were hosted by Kobus Gerber 
for a tour of the facility, and he related the history of this iconic building.  
We also used the opportunity visit the old Holy Rosary Convent, where 
Tony Neveling gave us an overview of the restoration work being 
undertaken by Ken Denton.   
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In September, members visited the St Mary’s cemetery to explore the 
Maritime Heritage of Lower Valley Road.  Liz Eshmade gave a 
fascinating talk on some of the maritime related graves in the cemetery.  
The Society had previously assisted the MBDA with the removal of gum 
trees from the site, and it is a vast improvement from the situation where 
the facility had been invaded by homeless people.  Unfortunately, we 
were not able to gain full access to the St Peters site as it was still under 
construction.  We also looked at the Muslim cemetery, the new Unity 
bridge over the Baakens, some of the key maritime landmarks of the 
area, the gqeberha vegetation, and finished with light refreshments at 
Werk 2.0.   

In November, the Society visited the Main Public Library which has been 
closed to the public for the past nine years.  The Society has been 
contributing to a project which celebrates the maritime heritage of Algoa 
Bay and an overview of the project was provided.  Members of the 
Society have also been involved in the resuscitation of the Friends of the 
Main Public Library. 

Based on feedback received from our membership, there was a decision 
to forego our traditional Christmas period dinner due to poor attendance 
at past dinners and the preference for family commitments over this 
period.  Alternative arrangements will be considered for 2024.    

Representations to NMBM 
During 2023, the Society made a number of representations to the 
Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality (NMBM) on the threats to heritage in 
the City, particularly within the historic heart of the City.  Our efforts have 
focussed on providing solutions in the following areas: 

Main Public Library:  Following sensationalistic newspaper reports 
about the burning of books at the Main Public Library, the Society 
engaged with the NMBM in respect of inaccurate standing committee 
reports.  Our engagements have focussed on library quality standards 
and longer-term expansion programs for the library.  Consequently the 
“Main Library Friends” has been resuscitated by the Society and a 
Maritime Heritage Library project has been initiated in partnership with 
the tourism industry and other civil society partners.           

Name Changes:  The Society has made numerous representations on 
the slew of meaningless names changes, which have failed to make 
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places, which is in direct conflict with the Geographic Names Council Act 
118 of 1998.  Public participation processes have been flawed with a 
disregard for statutory processes, thereby eroding a sense of place and 
weakening the South African democratic programme.  In general, 
procedures are not administrated fairly, notices to participate are 
inadequate, opportunities to make representations are unreasonable, 
administrative actions are unclear, reasons for actions are not provided, 
and the rights of appeal are poorly defined.   

Property Rates Policy: The Society has made policy proposals to the 
NMBM Property Rates Policy for 2024/25.  The proposals are intended 
to address the continuing degradation of heritage property, particularly 
within the Central area.  If implemented from 01 July 2024, the proposals 
have the potential to significantly improve the heritage landscape of the 
City, through increased revenue for the NMBM and an improved quality 
of life for all residents.   

Vandalism and Commemorative Plaques  
The City has continued to experience a scourge of theft and vandalism 
of metal public infrastructure.  Heritage infrastructure is particularly 
susceptible, and, in the past the bronze National Monument plaques 
were being targeted.   The demand for scrap metal has increased and 
criminals have become more brazen and stole a bronze frieze from the 
Cenotaph in Rink Street.  The Society has made contributions to 
addressing the problem.  The Donkin pyramid plaques have been 
removed and replaced with composite material plaques. This was done 
in partnership with the Mandela Bay Development Agency (MBDA).  The 
original bronze plaques have been placed with the Bayworld museum 
for safekeeping.  A renewed emphasis is being placed on the erection of 
blue plaques as a replacement for vandalised plaques.  The Society has 
designed and prepared a mould according to the international norms for 
blue plaques and the first plaque will be placed on the Donkin in 2024.  
The Society has also provided financial assistance for a replacement 
plaque on the Walmer War Memorial.   

Donkin and Richmond Hill Heritage Trail 
The Donkin and Richmond Hill Heritage Trail2, published by the Society 
in 1979, was last published in 2016 (9th edition).  Due to public demand, 
additional copies of the 9th edition were printed in 2023 and are being 

 
2 Harradine, M.  Bennie, J. and Tomlinson, R. 2016.  The Donkin Heritage Trail and Richmond Hill 
Trail: Two walking tours of Central Port Elizabeth.  Port Elizabeth: Historical Society of Port Elizabeth.   
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sold through the tourism office on the Donkin (with caveats on safety in 
the area).  The Society had the objective of issuing a 10th edition in 2023, 
but, following consultation with the tourism industry, a more 
comprehensive planning process for the 10th edition is being undertaken 
in consultation with the Central Special Ratings Area, the Richmond Hill 
Special Ratings Area, and the Mandela Bay Tour Guides Association.      

CJ Skead (1912-2006) 
Over the past few years, the value of Dr CJ Skead’s work has become 
more apparent, and markedly so with the geographic renaming of Port 
Elizabeth and Uitenhage.  Geographic places are being renamed in the 
absence of requisite levels of public participation. Consideration is not 
being given to the meaning of placenames and the basic information 
requirements associated with such renaming.  Over the years, Skead 
has contributed to the Historical Society of Port Elizabeth and has 
published a large volume of work on toponymy and natural history.  It 
has become apparent that Skead’s work should be distributed more 
widely, and the committee has been investigating options for increasing 
access to the work of Dr Skead.  During 2023 the committee has been 
consulting with the family of Dr Skead and investigating mechanisms for 
making his work more widely available.  Discussions were undertaken 
with Grey High School to develop a project to make Skead’s gazetteers 
available digitally.  Options for this project will be further explored in 
2024.  For the 2023 edition of Looking Back, we have included an article 
by Pieter Coetzee on Skead’s under-published works and Skead’s 
writing on Mary Denman.     

Tomlison Family 
It is with deep sadness that we learnt of the passing of Jill Tomlinson on 
08 March 2023.  Jill was the wife of Richard and the Tomlisons are long 
serving and dedicated members of the Society.  The contributions which 
they have made as a team, over the years, will be sorely missed.  
Richard has published extensively in past editions of Looking Back and 
is widely respected for his knowledge and interpretation of military 
history.    

 

-o0o-
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Jenny Bennie Award  

Jenny Bennie is a long-standing member of the Historical Society of Port 
Elizabeth, having contributed to the work of the Society in many 
capacities over the years.  In November 2023, she was recognised for 
her outstanding contributions to Maritime Heritage Development with a 
Living Legacy Award from the Department of Sport, Recreation, Arts and 
Culture, Province of the Eastern Cape.  

Having qualified with a Master 
of Arts in Maritime 
Archaeology, Jenny worked as 
the historian at the East 
London and Port Elizabeth 
Museums for more than 30 
years.  She has been the 
editor of the Coelacanth 
(Border Historical Society) and 
Looking Back journals, has 
published widely in peer 
reviewed journals, and has 
contributed to numerous 
books.  

During her career she has 
prepared more than 30 multi-
cultural exhibitions, has 
actively participated in heritage 

professional associations, and has served on the advisory board of the 
No 7 Castle Hill Museum.  Since her retirement, Jenny has continued to 
provide her services as a consultant historian and maritime 
archaeologist.  The Historical Society of Port Elizabeth congratulates 
Jenny on her achievements.  

-o0o- 

Figure 1 - Award Presentation
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Clayton Holliday (1930-2023): A Life of Arts 
By: Graham Taylor 

Clayton Holliday passed away peacefully in Park Drive, Central on 25 
November 2023, close to the art galleries where he lived his passion.  
His was a life devoted to the arts.  For me, Clayton was a household 
name since my earliest memories of our City, and I had the privilege of 
interviewing him in March 2023, shortly before he took ill1.   

Early Studies 
Clayton was born in Pietermaritzburg on 12 December 1930, 
matriculated at Maritzburg College in 1948, and became involved with 
museology shortly thereafter.  He registered as a student with the British 
Museums Association, obtaining a technical certificate in 1957, after five 
years of study and travel abroad.  Clayton was exceptionally proud of his 
technical skills obtained from practical experience and technical training 
with the British National Museum and the Victoria and Albert, 
Birmingham City, Wales, and Reading Museums.  In 1957 he was 
appointed to the Rhodes Livingstone Museum (now the Livingstone 
Museum, Zambia), where he worked under the renowned archaeologist 
Dr Desmond Clark.   

In 1966 he returned to South Africa, studying at the University of Natal 
where he graduated with a BA degree in Fine Arts.  While a student, he 
established the first outdoor museum located on a San archaeological 
site in Natal (now known as the Giant’s Castle Main Caves Museum, 
located in the Maloti-Drakensberg World Heritage Site).  Thereafter he 
joined the South African War Museum.   

King George VI Art Gallery 
In 1972 Clayton was appointed as the Director of the King George VI Art 
Gallery (now the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan Art Museum), filling the 
post vacated by the retirement of Eleanor Lorimer.  Clayton’s initial 
address to the Historical Society of Port Elizabeth2 defined his approach 
to the Arts in the City, when he spoke of the need for Historical Museums 
not to be one-sided, and that museums were intended to be for all 
sections of the population.  Till his death, Clayton became involved with 
virtually every facet of the Arts in the City and has made lasting 
contributions over the years.  He was primarily responsible for the 

 
1 Holliday, C. (2023).  Personal Communication with G Taylor – 22 March 2023.  Personal interview 
with G. Taylor, Port Elizabeth South Africa.    
2 Looking Back, 1972 (Vol 12,No 4:125). 
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collection, conservation and restoration of the Port Elizabeth Historical 
Art Collection and organized many exhibitions to stimulate public interest 
in the Art Gallery.  In the process Clayton trained art conservators and 
was responsible for adding an additional 746 significant works of art to 
the collections of the King George VI Art Gallery.     

Life after the King George VI Art Gallery 
In 1987 Clayton was requested to take on the post of Director of the 
South African National Museum of Military History and he relocated to 
Johannesburg to take on the challenge.  The museum had a major war 
and military art collection which required development, utilization, and 
research.  The existing collection was deteriorating, and Clayton relished 
the challenge of his first year at the institution, winning respect, and 
admiration from his staff.  However, for unknown reasons, Clayton’s 
career was cut short when the chairman of the board refused to confirm 
Clayton’s appointment, as he was apparently not “a military man”1.  The 
decision was a severe setback to a long and dedicated career in 
museology and caused considerable upheaval to Clayton’s domestic life.  
Despite the setback, Clayton’s life of the arts continued to his final days.  
He continued to serve on the boards of numerous civil society 
institutions, and pursued his private interests in literature, music, 
Western and African art, theatre, travel, and outdoor activities.  Clayton 
continued his service on the board of the GFI Art Gallery, until six months 
before his death.     

Insights from Clayton 
My March 2023 interview with Clayton had been motivated by two 
interests.  Firstly, I have been intrigued by the drive and determination of 
Eleanor Lorimer, the pioneering chairperson of the Historical Society of 
Port Elizabeth, who also became the first Director of the King George VI 
Art Gallery when she came to the City in 19562.  Secondly, Clayton had 
been instrumental in motivating the establishment of a Maritime Museum 
in the 1970s and I wanted to get a better understanding of the constraints 
he encountered.  Clayton’s insights were remarkable, and he could 
accurately recall the substantial press coverage which the Society 
archives has on both Eleanor Lorimer and the Maritime Museum 

 
1 Holliday, 2023.  Curriculum Vitae – Clayton Stuart Holliday.  Provided by Geoffrey Sargent 20 
December 2023.   
2 Lorimer, E. 1980.  The Historical Society of Port Elizabeth: The Story of its Foundations.  Looking 
Back, Vol 20(2):42-43.   
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proposals.  The interview with Clayton and a review of his work have 
sharpened my insights in five areas.   

a) Remarkable People  

Both Clayton Holliday and Eleanor Lorimer are, without a doubt, 
remarkable people who were outstanding members of the community, 
while making immense contributions in their professional lives.  
Understanding Eleanor Lorimer through the eyes of Clayton provided 
insight into the respect which remarkable people have for other 
remarkable people, and their propensity for balancing the tensions 
between the confidence which comes from success, and the humility 
they have of their own accomplishments.  Remarkable people have a 
unique mix of personality traits, and one of those is an ability to 
acknowledge and build on the successes of others.  In our modern world, 
there is a propensity for the mediocre to expunge the work of remarkable 
others in their quest for personal standing.  Clayton’s love of art has 
demonstrated that no matter how powerful the mediocre, they will never 
prevail when remarkable people stand united.         

b) Power of Community 

Throughout our discussions and in his work, a constant theme was 
Clayton’s belief in the power of community.  He was profoundly 
influenced by the work of Dorothy Kay (1886-1964), the artist who is 
synonymous with painting in Port Elizabeth.  Clayton’s relationship with 
the Kay family started in 1966, with Joan Wright (Dorothy’s daughter) 
being a key influence in his art career.  The Kay family were active in 
Port Elizabeth in so many ways, being instrumental in founding the 
Eastern Province Society of Fine Arts, organising civic functions in the 
Feather Market Hall, raising funds for different charities, and Dorothy 
becoming the City’s most eminent painter1.   

Friendships are at the core of the power of community and provide the 
passion and energy for one’s work.  Clayton’s friendships stretched 
beyond a love of arts to a life of arts, and his passion enthused others.  
Audrey Davies was one of the curators of No 7 Castle Hill who thrived 
off Claytons passion for the arts and it was a friendship that persisted 
over a period of 37 years2.  Similarly, Clayton remained friends with the 

 
1 Holliday, C. 1986.  Dorothy Kay.  Looking Back, 1986 (Volume 25, No 5: 197-202). 
2 Looking Back, 2009 (Vol 48, No 1:9).   
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renowned Port Elizabeth artist, Mary-Rose Dold, for a period of 55 
years1.   

 
Figure 1 - Clayton Holliday at his last GFI Gallery Board Meeting - 2023 

But the most persistent theme was Clayton’s unwavering belief in the 
power of community through boards of governance.  Having worked in 
museology his entire life, Clayton had a wealth of experience working for 
cultural and public benefit organisations.  He believed that the success 
of these organisations was dependent on the strength of the board of 
governance.  In keeping with his view that museums had to serve all 
sectors of society, he viewed the strength of organisations as emanating 
from the diversity, passion, and resilience of the board members.  Such 
board members are crucial for giving direction and providing the 
oversight needed for good corporate governance and healthy 
institutions.   

        

 
1 Sargent, G. 2023.  Personal Communication with G Taylor – 20 December 2023.  Personal interview 
with G. Taylor, Port Elizabeth South Africa. 
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c) Maritime vs Military Museums 

From the inception of the Historical Society of Port Elizabeth, the 
restoration of Fort Frederick was one of the Society aims.  At the time, 
the Department of Defence was approached for assistance and an 
undertaking was given by the military that a museum would be 
established, if a suitable building was provided.  In 1972, the SAR&H 
(now Transnet) started the process of decommissioning the Donkin 
Lighthouse and the Society motivated the leasing of the Donkin and the 
establishment of a military museum within the Donkin premises1.  By 
1979, the matter was unresolved and had escalated into a protracted 
argument between government departments and civil society as to 
whether a military or a maritime museum would be established in the 
decommissioned Donkin facility.  Politically, it had polarised into a 
division between military museum styled hawks and maritime museum 
styled doves 2 .  For Clayton, the military vs maritime debate was 
irrelevant, destructive, and a consequence of personalities on the 
various committees who had little regard for meeting objectives, and had 
more interest in their own positions.  Today, the city has neither a military 
nor maritime museum, although variants of each do exist.  Throughout, 
Clayton remained convinced of the market need for showcasing the 
maritime heritage of the city with appropriately themed exhibits which 
build on the type of precedents which he had established at Giant’s 
Castle – be they military, maritime or community based.  Unfortunately, 
I was never able to further explore these ideas with Clayton due to his 
illness, and it is something I will regret.   

d) St Peter’s Maritime Museum 

Clayton Holliday was instrumental in developing the original proposals 
for a Maritime Museum at St Peter’s church in 1983.  Much of the work 
of the Society over the past year has focussed on recognising the 
extraordinary maritime heritage of Algoa Bay – a heritage which can only 
be realized if the rich diversity of our maritime traditions is recognised.  
Clayton fully understood this and his experience with Giant’s Castle led 
him to propose the restoration of St Peter’s church for exhibits of 
maritime interest 3 .  Clayton’s 1983 proposals have finally been 
vindicated, as the Mandela Bay Development Agency (MBDA) officially 
opened the St Peter’s Heritage and Tourism site on 20 December 2023 

 
1 Looking Back, 1978 (Vol 18, No 4:111) 
2 Evening Post, 1979.  Vicious infighting on a simple issue.  24 January 1979:9. 
3 Looking Back, 1983 (Vol 23, No 2:61-62). 
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as a site which contains new works of art telling the maritime and fishing 
livelihood stories of South End people1.   

Figure 2 – Clayton Holliday in 1978 (second from left)2

e) Restoration of Heritage Buildings

As documented in the Historical Society Chairman’s report for 2005-
2006, the neglect and vandalism of heritage properties has been a 
challenge within the historic centre of the City for many years3.  Despite 
the availability of legislation to protect and conserve heritage resources, 
the decline of the Central area has continued unabated largely due to 
the ineffectual or absent administration of the legislation4     The interview 
with Clayton focussed attention on that period in the history of Central, 
when the arts were alive, and a vibrant artistic community thrived.  In 

1 The Herald, 2023.  Revamped St Peter’s site ready to welcome visitors.  21 December 2023:4. 
2 Evening Post, 1978.  Legal Wrangle over Museum possible.  19 October 1978.  
3 Looking Back, 2006 (Vol 45, No 1:1). 
4 Darke, N.S. 2012.  A Critical Assessment of the National Heritage Resources Act of 1999.  
Unpublished report, 22 February 2012.    
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1982, Clayton, working with a broad cross section of civil society, 
initiated the Architectural Heritage Award which recognised outstanding 
achievements in the preservation of buildings and historic precincts in 
the Eastern Cape1.  Within the Central area, the arts were alive.  Young 
students and professionals would purchase houses, undertake period 
renovations, and sell or hold property as rental investments.  In the 
1970s and 1980s, Clayton - and many others - lived their passion of the 
arts.  Antique, art, furniture, and other retail outlets associated with the 
heritage character of Central proliferated.  Iconic restaurants like the 
“The Sir Rufane Donkin” were fully booked, and Central was a vibrant 
growing place.  When the arts were alive in Central, it thrived, and art 
was at the core of a community of people who conserved, developed, 
and profited.  Somehow, despite a plethora of legislation and supporting 
institutions, the arts community of Central has died and decay has set in.  
You cannot legislate arts to revive it, only people can make those 
changes.   

Conclusion 
Clayton Holliday lived his passion – a life of arts.  Amidst the drudgery 
and despair of modern life - fraught with environmental degradation, 
soulless profiteering, and exploitation of the vulnerable - the life of 
Clayton is a timely reminder of the palliative powers of the arts – of living 
one’s passion.  Clayton’s life is a lesson in resilience, of pursuing your 
passion, despite the best efforts of individuals in state institutions to 
abuse power and pursue personal rent seeking agendas.  Today, the 
challenges of Central remain and heritage is under threat.  For a period, 
in the 1970s and 1980s, the arts and entrepreneurship thrived, before 
monopolistic landlords moved in – destroying the artistic character of 
Central and exploiting the most vulnerable.  Claytons life of art provides 
indicators how this can be reversed.  The character of Central is 
changing towards student accommodation owned by monopolistic 
landlords, funded by the national fiscus, but underinvesting in the 
societal infrastructure required to support a vibrant young student 
population.  A life of art – for young people – has the answers, but the 
solutions are not in state investment in public infrastructure destroyed for 
scrap metal value.  The solution is in art entrepreneurship, of reigniting 
that life of art which was once so dominant in Central.   

-o0o- 

 
1 Looking Back, 1982 (Vol 22, No 2:39). 
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Poultry Farming at Rocklands: The Story of the Davis Family
By: Lynn Middendorp1  

Background
Sovereign Foods, the third largest poultry producer in South Africa is a 
prominent food manufacturing firm and employer in Nelson Mandela 
Bay.  The company traces its origins back to 1948 when it started as a 
family business at Rocklands farm (News24, 2018).   Ffolliott and Croft
(1960, pp. 48-49) describe the farm as including a beautiful homestead 
having one stone over the central porch bearing the date 1793, and 
another extension being dated as 1814.  When construction of the 
homestead first started is unclear, and it is thought to have been built in 
the late 1780’s, though Skead (2003, p. 120) does concur with a date of 
about 1793.    

Figure 1 - Brakke Fontein (Ffolliott and Croft,1960)

As the author of this article has been associated with the Davis family for 
many years (see figure 4), an interview was conducted with Mr William 
Davis (2022), the son of the “Commander Davies” mentioned by Ffolliott 
and Croft (1960, p. 48).  The interview is supplemented with information 
and newspaper articles collected while researching the article and 
through an interview with Mr Charles Charlewood (2022).  The article 
follows a format of documenting the memories of Mr William Davis, and 
then comparing the interview information to the historical record, with the 

1 The author, Lynn Middendorp first visited Rocklands Farm as a toddler when her father visited the 
Davis family.   
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view to shedding light on how interpretations of history may vary over 
time.  

The Farm Brakke Fontein and the Family Davis
The Ffolliott and Croft (1960, p. 48) reference to a “Commander Davies 
and Mrs Davies” as being the owner of a portion of the original farm 
“Brakke Fonteyn”, called Rocklands, has two typographic errors.  The 
error has also been carried forward in previous editions of Looking 
Back1.  Rocklands is a portion of the farm Brakke Fontein 416 in the 
magisterial district of Uitenhage, hence the spelling as reflected within 
the offices of the Surveyor General and used by Skead (2003) would be 
the correct version.   

William Davis is the son 
of Keith Davis (1900-
1977), who was based in 
Simonstown during 
World War II where he 
held the rank of 
Lieutenant Commander 
with the responsibility of 
training pilots.  Keith was 
born in Solihull, United 
Kingdom, and his wife 
Lilian (1907-2002) in 
Derby.  After the war they 
lived in Barrowby before 
returning to South Africa 
in 1948.  In South Africa, 
they bought the farm 
Golden Grove in the 

Elands River Valley, before relocating to Rocklands, at the insistence of 
Lilian (Lil) Davis, as Rocklands was less remote.  Keith and Lil had three 
children, daughters Helen (Ward) and Janet, and son William.  

Historical Significance of the Homestead
The historical significance of the Brakke Fontein homestead is relatively 
well documented by Ffolliott and Croft (1960, pp. 48-49), but, surprisingly 
the structure does not appear on the provisional register of heritage 

1 Logie, B. 2004.  Two Interesting Houses.  Looking Back, Volume 43(1):8-12).

Figure 2 – Lil Davis in 1999
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structures which was prepared by the Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality 
(NMBM) in 20121.   

 
Figure 3 - Keith, Lil, Janet, and Helen Davis (left to right) 

The heritage significance of the homestead was well entrenched with the 
interviewees as both Messrs Charles Charlewood and William Davis 
indicated the historical significance of the structure.  There is a belief that 
the farm may have been visited by Francois Levaillant, but no evidence 
of such a visit is given in the travel journal of Levalliant (2007).  Mention 
is also made of the homestead being visited by James Holman, and 
Ffolliott and Croft (1960, p. 51) indicates that Holman visited the 
homestead in 1830.  A review of Holman’s travel journal (Holman, 1834, 
p. 200) indicates that the blind traveller overnighted at the homestead of 
“Hans Schweepers” on the evening of Tuesday 03 March 1829 where 
the family made tea for the visitors, were very respectable, had a “better 
education than is usual amongst this class of people” and both the 
daughters conversed in English.   

Skead (2003, p. 120) has described the homestead in some detail, 
indicating that it was built in 1793 by Stephanus Scheepers with whole 
tree trunks as rafters and the original one meter thick walls were 
incorporated into more modernized structures, having walls of rough 
stone brightened with glass windows and topped with a loft.  Ffolliott and 
Croft (1960, pp. 48-49) also provide the dates on slate found within the 
structure (1793) and 1814 on an extension.   

Farming at Rocklands 
While Keith focussed on farming sheep, Lil Davis kept herself busy by 
starting to supply turkeys and ducks for the Christmas season.  Soon, 

 
1 Spatial Dataset in the possession of Graham Taylor, Chairman of the Historical Society of Port 
Elizabeth.   
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the small farm enterprise expanded into chickens and eggs and the 
business developed into Rocklands poultry.  By 1965, local newspapers 
were reporting that the farm had 60 workers and 1000 birds a day were 
being supplied to Eastern Cape markets (Eastern Province Herald, 10 
November 1965).  As production increased, the need to mechanise 
increased and equipment was imported from the United States of 
America.  A wider use of poultry by-products was also developed with 
uses such as fertilizer from manure and pillow stuffing from the feathers 
of birds.   

 
Figure 4 - The author Lynn Middendorp at Rocklands Farm (circa 1956) 

As the number of workers increased, more accommodation was built on 
the farm and when government was reluctant to build schools for the 
workers, Lil Davis established a school in 1959 (Eastern Province 
Herald, 27 January 1999).  

From Farm to Industry 
By 1970, the poultry business had grown to the extent that Rocklands 
Poultry was sold to Premier, a Vereeniging based milling company 
(Davis, 2022) which started in Port Elizabeth 130 years ago (Premier, 
2024).   Keith Davis managed the operations for an additional two years 
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before retiring to Hunters Lodge, Sardinia Bay where he farmed cattle 
on the lands which he called Sardinia Downs, until his death in 1977.  
Sardinia Downs was eventually sold and is now the Sardinia Bay Golf 
Estate.  

Figure 5 - The Brakke Fontein Homestead

Following the retirement of Keith Davis, Rocklands was managed by 
Charles Charlewood.  Farming operations were managed in fourteen 
different divisions and approximately 30,000 birds were being handled 
per week.  Cattle and sheep were also being intensively farmed on the 
property.  During this period the Farmer Brown brand was developed 
with the catchphrase “they taste so good, ‘cos they eat so good” and a
television advertisement featured a backdrop of the Elands River valley, 
thereby entrenching “Farmer Brown” poultry as an iconic South African 
brand (Brand Museum, 2024).  

In 1980 Charles Charlewood became the Director of the farming division 
of the company and in 1992 the business was listed on the 
Johannesburg Stock Exchange.  In 1995 the business became known 
as Sovereign Foods.  

Conclusion
From a small family business which was the brainchild of a cattle farmer’s 
wife, Rocklands Poultry has grown into one of South Africa’s largest 
diversified poultry producing companies.  Lil Davis’s daughter, Helen 
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Ward, is now resident in Howick, KwaZulu Natal, while Janet, who 
emigrated to Australia, has passed away.  William Davis now farms in 
Alexandria.  

Today, the condition of the Brakke Fontein homestead is unknown, and 
the Historical Society of Port Elizabeth has made representations to 
Sovereign Foods for an opportunity to visit the homestead during 2024.       

Figure 6 - William Davis
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The Storm Surges of September 2023 and the SS Helmspey 
By: Franco Cilliers 

Over the weekend of 16-17 September 2023, conducive weather 
conditions colliding with a spring tide event resulted in storm surge 
effects along the coastline of South Africa, which wreaked havoc and 
caused extensive damage (South African Weather Service, 2023).        

In the weeks following the storm surge, rubber bales started washing up 
along the coastline between Maitlands River and Sundays River 
(Rogers, 2023).  Long standing inhabitants of the coastal region identify 
the rubber bales as being from the Helmspey, indicating that similar 
washups had taken place in the past, coinciding with high seas.  A rubber 
bale sample had previously been provided to a local car tire 
manufacturer for analysis and possible recycling, but tests had indicated 
that the material was too old and degraded for recycling (Edwards, 
2023).   

The sinking of the Helmspey by a German U-Boat during World War II is 
well documented (Urquhart, 2011) and the rubber bales that have 
washed up on the southern coast of Port Elizabeth are believed to have 
originated from the holds of the sunken vessel.  

 
Figure 1: Photo of the rubber bales washed up on the coast. (Schoenmakerskop, 2023) 
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The military conflict in the southern oceans along South Africa’s coastline 
is today easily forgotten, yet 155 (885 815 Gross tons) merchant ships 
were sunk during World War 2 along this coast.  A total of 133 ships were 
sunk by German submarines, 20 by surface raiders and 2 by mines.  
During the period of conflict, South African ships rescued 400 survivors.   

During World War II, the German navy deployed approximately 26 
submarines along the South African coastline.  Despite valiant efforts by 
the South African naval forces, only two submarines were sunk: U-179 
off Cape Town, and UIT 22 (an Italian submarine).  The first vessel sunk 
on 7 October 1942 was the Chickasaw City, followed by three more 
vessels on the same day. The largest ship sunk – at 23 456 gross tons - 
was the liner Orcades. The last vessel sunk on 23 February 1945 was 
the Point Pleasant Park (Harris, 1991).  The graph indicated in figure 2 
demonstrates that the majority of sinkings took place during 1942 and 
1943.   

 
Figure 2: Graph depicting ships sunk off the South African Coast. (Harris, 1991) 
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According to the website U-Boat.Net, a community website maintained 
by a group of UBoat enthusiasts, the Helmspey was a British steam 
merchant of 4 764 gross tons.  The Helmspey was sunk by U-516 under 
the command of Gerhard Wiebe on 11 February 1943 (Helmspey, 2023). 

 
Figure 3: SS Helmspey 

The Helmspey was built in 1931 by Thomson Joseph L. & Sons, 
Sunderland.  The steam merchant was capable of 10 knots of speed with 
424 nominal horse power provided by her triple expansion steam engine 
(Price, 2003).  When she was sunk, she was on her way from Colombo, 
Sri Lanka to the United Kingdom. She was carrying 2772 tons of tea, 
2000 tons of manganese ore, 1457 tons of rubber and 464 tons of 
general cargo.  Her crew complement was 46 and she had been away 
from the UK for 9 months at the time of the sinking (Helmspey, 2023).  

The Helmspey had called at East London, where she took on coal and 
had planned to join a convoy to Cape Town and then onward to the 
United Kingdom.  Due to fouling of her hull, which was a result of the 
time spent in the far east, she was unable to maintain the necessary 
speed for a convoy.  She was therefore re-routed to a coastal route, 
unescorted. It was planned that when she reached Cape Town, she 
would sail with a slow convoy to the UK (Urquhart, 2011). 

Thomas Emlyn Price, who was aboard the Helmspey when she was 
sunk, gave an eye witness account of the sinking.  He said that he was 
asleep on the starboard side when the first torpedo struck the port side 
of the no. 2 cargo hold.  He slept through the explosion and was woken 
up by an able seaman running past, who shook him awake through an 
open porthole.  The ship had a list to port but was in no danger of sinking 
at the time.  The engines had been stopped, and crews ordered to man 
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the lifeboats.  Both lifeboats were lowered into the water, but the port 
side lifeboat was ordered to wait for the captain and first officer, who 
were undertaking a damage assessment when a second torpedo hit the 
vessel.  The second torpedo struck the engine room directly below the 
port lifeboat; resulting in the loss of four lives, with another succumbing 
from injuries in Port Elizabeth.  The starboard lifeboat went around and 
picked up survivors. While awaiting rescue, survivors watched the 
Helmspey break its back and sink at a position recorded as 34°22'S, 
24°54'E, approximately 17.6km south of Cape St Francis (Price, 2003).  
After four hours, South African Air Force crash boat R-4 rescued the 42 
survivors (Helmspey, 2023), but one crew member, Thomas Edge, died 
in a Port Elizabeth hospital and is buried in the South End cemetery 
(Commonwealth War Graves, 2023).  The survivors spent three months 
in Port Elizabeth before being returned to the United Kingdom.  Thomas 
Price was of the opinion, that the ship should not have been sunk; 
suggesting that the steering should have been maintained and that the 
ship should have run aground on the coast (Price, 2003). 
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CJ Skead: The Under Published Works 
By: Pieter Coetzee1 

Background 
Cuthbert John Skead (1912-2006), affectionately known as Jack Skead 
or Skeado, was a renowned South African naturalist, ornithologist, 
historian, and botanist.  The contributions of Skead have been widely 
acknowledged, including recognition from the Southern African 
Ornithological Society, Zoological Society of Southern Africa, and 
honorary doctorates from both Rhodes University (1982) and the 
University of Port Elizabeth (2004)2.        

The research output of Skead was considerable.  When he retired in 
1972, he continued his natural history research and some of his best 
works were published during his retirement, over a period of 33 years.  
During his retirement he focussed on gathering and synthesizing 
historical records from, the distribution of mammals throughout the entire 
Cape Province; the previous political dispensation; birds; plants; stone 
walls; the earliest travellers and explorers of the Eastern Cape, to his 
own ancestors.  The emphasis of his publications always fell on the 
Eastern Cape Province which he loved so dearly, and in the process, he 
had brought attention to historical information that could easily have 
been lost in the passage of time.   

Since his passing, the value of Skead’s work has become even more 
apparent.  His study of place names, for which he has been recognized 
by the Names Society of Southern Africa, is highly regarded.  However, 
it has become evident, especially with the recent spate of place name 
changes, that many of Skead’s important works are not widely available 
for public consultation.  As a result, the spate of place name changes 
which have been undertaken in the recent past are not being informed 
by the information which has been provided by a lifetime of East Cape 
research and experience.  The work of Skead should be made available 
more widely, and this article identifies his works which are deserving of 
wider publication.   

 

 
1 Editor’s Note: Pieter Coetzee is the former Director of Nature Conservation at the Algoa Regional 
Services Council.  He is a lifelong friend of CJ Skead and a widely respected conservationist who was 
instrumental in establishing the network of conservancies and pioneering community conservation 
initiatives which now form the core of the Eastern Cape eco-tourism industry.     
2 Looking Back, 2006 (Vol 45, No1:6-7).  
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Bibliography of Under Published Works 
During his period with the Kaffrarian Museum (now Amathole Museum) 
in King Williams Town (now Qonce), Skead published well over 100 
articles.  Subsequent to his retirement, Skead wrote prolifically, but some 
of his works were not published, or if published, had a limited distribution.  
Some of his works, such as his two volume Historical Mammal Incidence 
in the Cape Province1, have subsequently been republished2, but many 
of his significant works are not widely available.  The bibliography 
provided in table 1 provides a summary of what can be considered his 
under published works.    

Table 1 - The Under Published Works of CJ Skead 

DATE TITLE DESCRIPTION #3 

1973 Zoo-Historical 
Gazetteer 

A gazetteer of place names in 
Southern Africa recorded by early 
travellers, the keying of names to 
modern day equivalents, and the 
historical association with zoology.    

259 

1995 

Life History Notes 
on East Cape Bird 
Species (1940-
1990) - Volume 1  

Skead’s notes on East Cape bird 
species recorded between 1940 
and 1990.   

1037 

1997 

Life History Notes 
on East Cape Bird 
Species (1940-
1990). Volume 2 

Skead’s notes on East Cape bird 
species recorded between 1940 
and 1990.   

1340 

1997 

Selected Index to 
Life History Notes 
on East Cape Bird 
Species  

An index to Skead’s notes on East 
Cape bird species published 
separately on account of the size of 
the two volumes. 

37 

 
1 Skead, CJ. 1980.  Historical Mammal Incidence in the Cape Province: Volume 1 - The Western and 
Northern Cape Province. Cape Town: Cape Department of Nature Conservation; and, Skead, CJ. 
1987.  Historical Mammal Incidence in the Cape Province: Volume 2 - The Eastern Half of the Cape 
Province, including the Ciskei, Transkei and East Griqualand.  Cape Town: Cape Department of Nature 
Conservation. 
2 Republished in in 2007 (Volume 1) and 2011 (Volume 2) by the Centre for African Conservation 
Ecology of Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University.   
3 # = The number of pages in the original published work.   
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DATE TITLE DESCRIPTION #3 

1999 

The Offshore 
Islands of the 
Southern African 
coast 

A compilation of historical 
observations of features of the 
islands and large rocks off the 
South African coast from Bird 
Island, Algoa Bay, in the east to 
Hollamsbird Island off the Namibian 
coast. Covers the history, plants, 
mammals, birds, reptiles, and 
activities such as guano collecting. 

216 

2000 

Observations on 
Khoekhoen 
Placenames in the 
East Cape 

A gazetteer of Khoekhoen 
placenames in the East Cape from 
the Langkloof in the west to the 
Great Fish River in the east and 
inland towards Graaff-Reinet.  

150 

2001 Pilot Gazetteer of 
Xhosa Placenames 

A gazetteer of Xhosa placenames 
covering the Cape Province south 
of the Orange River with relevant 
excursions to the north.  

1197 

2001 The Stone Walls of 
Albany 

An account of the many dry stone 
walls found on Albany district farms, 
their origins, their locations, their 
purpose, and the inconsistencies of 
placement.  

95 

2002 
Historical Bird 
Incidence in 
Southern Africa 

Extracts from the literature of bird 
incidence from Vasco da Gama and 
pre-Van Riebeeck days. 
Companion to the Historical 
Mammal Incidence and Historical 
Plant Incidence1. 

265 

2002 

A Pilot Gazetteer of 
some Khoekhoe 
Placenames within 
the Western Cape 
Province, the 
Eastern Cape 
Province, and the 
Northern Cape 
Province of the 

Lists of Khoekhoe placenames 
extracted from the historical 
literature consulted by Skead. 
Arranged in old Cape Province 
districts demarcated after 1994.  

203 

 
1 Historical Plant Incidence in South Africa was republished by SANBI in 2009 and is available as a 
download from https://www.sanbi.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/strelitzia-24-2009.pdf.  

https://www.sanbi.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/strelitzia-24-2009.pdf
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DATE TITLE DESCRIPTION #3 
Republic of South 
Africa 

2002 From Oldenland to 
Schonland 

History of botanical collecting in the 
Eastern Cape Province from 1689 
to the late 19th century. Illustrated. 

305 

2003 Eastwards to the 
Suurveld 

Historical Review of farming 
development in the Eastern Cape 
from mid-18th century, i.e. Afrikaner 
occupation in the pre-1820 days. 
Illustrated with map. 

869 

2003 Early Frontier 
Footsteps.  

Abridged version of ‘Eastwards to 
the Suurveld’ (illustrated).  A review 
of farming development in the 
Eastern Cape in pre-Afrikaner days 
on the lines of my Eastwards to the 
Suurveld (2003). Written for a 
friend. 

232 

2004 Algoa Gazetteer  

Revision of 1993 publication of the 
same title.  List of placenames 
within the Humansdorp, 
Willowmore, Uitenhage, Port 
Elizabeth, Alexandria, Albany and 
Bathurst district. Historical and 
Modern. 

604 

2005 

Feathers on the 
Veld – Book 1: A 
Bird Book for Young 
Hopefuls 

A book for young people who have 
discovered the joys of watching 
birds and want to know more about 
individual species. 

176 

2005 
Birds do it their Way 
– Book 2:  A Peep 
behind the Scenes 

A continuation of Feathers on the 
Veld, providing twelve chapters on 
the habits of individual species.   

145 



30 
 

DATE TITLE DESCRIPTION #3 

2005 
Birds on Farm and 
Vlei – Book 3: Each 
Plays its Part 

A continuation of Birds do it their 
Way, with ten chapters including a 
section on ducks in endorheic 
wetlands.   

145 

2005 When Water Birds 
Meet 

A continuation of Birds on Farm and 
Vlei, focussing on water and birds 
with ten chapters focussing on the 
antics of Black-Headed Heron.   

160 

2005 

Tales of Plants, 
Places and People: 
Our Eastern Cape in 
Many Moods 

Anecdotes about the way plants, 
people, places have fitted into one 
tiny sector of the African continent 
which is home to a mosaic of 
diverse plant life and human 
oddities.    

153 

2005 
Who was the 
Schoenmaker of 
Schoenmakerskop? 

Overview of Volkert Schoenmaker 
who had farms on the Suurberg and 
along the Sundays River and 
consideration of the question 
whether he is the Schoenmaker of 
Schoenmakerskop Village.   

22 

2005 A Shaggy Dog 
among the Birds 

A story of CJ Skead’s life 
adventures amongst wild birds.    155 

2005 The Shaggy Dog 
goes Birding again 

A continuation of CJ Skead’s life 
adventures of fieldwork and 
watching birds doing what comes 
naturally to them.   

170 
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DATE TITLE DESCRIPTION #3 

2005 

List of 127 East 
Cape town and 
village names with 
their modern Xhosa 
equivalents  

A list of East Cape town names and 
their modern equivalents in use in 
2005.  The list has the purpose of 
depicting the status quo in 2005.   

3 

 
Overview of the Under Published Works 
In providing an overview of the under published works, the various works 
are considered under thematic areas where the works of Skead may 
have an influence in future.   

a) Toponymy1 
At first consideration, it may appear that works on toponymy have limited 
appeal.  Two factors indicate that Skead’s work on place names is highly 
relevant within the current socio-political context.  Firstly, the dictionary 
of South African place names, published by Jonathan Hall, is now in its 
4th edition 2 , having first been published in 1987.  The continued 
publication of this work is an indicator of the appeal of the subject, and 
an indication of the relevance of toponymy within a South African 
legislative context where changes in place names have been 
accelerated by the promulgation of the South African Geographical 
Names Council Act (1998).  The value of Skead’s work in toponymy is 
widely recognized with the advantage of Skead being fluent in Afrikaans, 
English, and Xhosa.  Secondly, Skead was primarily a naturalist and 
much of his work focussed on the interrelationship between people, 
places, plants, and animals.  As a result, much of his work has a 
toponymical underpinning grounded in field experiences within the East 
Cape since youth, with the benefit of two generations of hindsight from 
parents and grandparents who were prominent individuals within the 
regional history.   

b) Ornithology 
Skead’s “Life History Notes on East Cape Bird Species (1940-1990)” 
represent an important historical record and the work was published with 

 
1 The study of place names. 
2 Raper, P.E. Möller, L.A. and Du Plessis, L.T. 2014.  Dictionary of Southern African Place Names (4th 
edition).  Cape Town: Jonathan Ball Publishers.      
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limited distribution by the Algoa Regional Services Council in 19951.   
Online auction sites, such as Abe Books, advertise the work as “an 
extraordinary set of books that are intensely detailed observations of 
Eastern Cape birds”2 and the work commands high prices due to his 
rarity.  Skead has made his work more accessible to naturalists and 
young readers in the form of shorter works which are entertaining and 
provide a definitive sense of time and place.  Skead’s shorter works are 
all privately published with a limited distribution.     

c) History 
Much of Skead’s work places a distinctive emphasis on place, and in so 
doing follows an intellectual tradition of geographers such as Forbes3, 
but written from a naturalist perspective.  In so doing, Skead has 
synthesized a lifetime of work reading pioneering works on the East 
Cape, into readily accessible material contextualized to place.  The 
importance of the material prepared by Skead for the fields of Zoology 
and Botany has been recognized through reprinting by the Nelson 
Mandela University and the South African National Biodiversity Institute 
(SANBI).  Much of Skead’s work is filled with unique naturalist insights 
into the history of the East Cape and thus represent a valuable historical 
record for the region.     

Conclusion 
The works of CJ Skead represent an important record for the history of 
the East Cape and have been invaluable to researchers, as evidenced 
by the extent to which his work has been published or republished.  
However, a large portion of his work remains under published and wider 
distribution of his work is warranted.   

 
1 Skead, C.J. 1995.  Life History Notes on East Cape Bird Species 1940-1990.  Port Elizabeth: Algoa 
Regional Services Council.   
2  Abe Books. 2023.  Life History Notes on East Cape Bird Species.  
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?ref_=search_f_cms&isbn=0620194146 checked 
on 20 December 2023.   
3 Forbes, V. 1965.  Pioneer Travellers in South Africa.  Cape Town: Balkema.   

https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?ref_=search_f_cms&isbn=0620194146
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A First and Last for Port Elizabeth  
By: CJ Skead 1  

 She was a nursing sister by profession; she served at the SANTA 
Tuberculosis Hospital near Greenbushes and became matron of the 
Emphilweni Hospital at New Brighton. When not attending to the welfare 
of others, she was roaming the veld in search of the wild flowers she 
loved, an obsession she put into art form in a way peculiarly her own. 
She was Mary Denman, married to a well-known Alpine and Himalayan 
mountaineer who shared her love for the open country. 

The Denmans, Mary and Earl, had come to live at Port Elizabeth after 
the Second World War and had soon made a home for themselves in 
their own particular spheres, Mary as a nursing-sister and Earl as a 
member of the Mountain Club. 

Her collection of water-colour flower-paintings decided the East Cape 
Wild Flower Society to plan a public exhibition of her work, a brave 
venture of a kind never before attempted in Port Elizabeth and one in 
which its promoters had no means of knowing the response they might 
get from the town’s citizens. 

With the energetic Mrs Gwen Skinner as Chairman and Dr Noël Urton 
as Vice-Chairman, amateur and professional botanists respectively, the 
Society organised a one-woman exhibition on 9 April 1962 at the Port 
Elizabeth Arts’ Hall in St George’s Park. Were the organisers expecting 
too much of an amateur artist’s show of water-colours in view of the short 
decade she had lived in the district? We shall see. 

On that April day in the Arts’ Hall, visitors were treated to a display of no 
fewer than seventy-one flower paintings and twenty-three notebook 
sketches, ninety-four articles in all. On the side, Mary offered for sale a 
selection of hand-painted cards at the then price of thirty cents each. 

In terms of the Port Elizabeth district’s little known wildflower potential, 
those ninety-four representations were modest indeed but here was a 
‘first’ of its kind, a start on which others could build, perhaps with every 
successive year spreading a culture of wild flower interest among Port 
Elizabeth’s citizens. Alas for high hopes, Mary’s ‘first’ was to be Port 
Elizabeth’s ‘last’. 

 
1  Extract with permission from the Skead family from Skead, C.J. 2005.  Tales of Plants, Places and 
People.  Port Elizabeth: Private Publication.     
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Today, a few of Mary’s paintings look down from walls or stand on the 
mantlepieces of her erstwhile Port Elizabeth friends, lone reminders of 
her work keeping memories of her alive. If her work was not always 
appreciated for what it was, nobody denied that it was not what it was 
meant to be if, perhaps, lacking in full artistic proficiency and scientific 
accuracy. Nor did she claim perfection; her work, done for the pleasure 
of its doing, was an effort to awaken people to wild flower treasures fast 
disappearing under a burgeoning Port Elizabeth expansionism. 

Pondering, in later years over those seventy-one watercolours, some of 
Mary’s friends and contemporaries began to wonder what could have 
happened to them after she left South Africa to live in England. Can so 
bulky a collection just slide off into the twilight, unloved and forgotten? 
True, the collection had toured many South African centres after the Port 
Elizabeth event but nobody knew their subsequent fate. More and more 
queries were bruited about without drawing any response. 

The mystery seemed to have entered a blind alley when someone 
remembered that a Miss Aurora Fifield had been the enthusiastic and 
longtime honorary secretary of the East Cape Wild Flower Society at the 
time of the 1962 exhibition. She might know the answer but where could 
she be found? If still alive, she would be in her nineties and therefore too 
old to have total recall of both dates and circumstances. 

By now the blind alley seemed to have narrowed to its finest point when 
someone recalled that Miss Fifield had become a resident of a 
Retirement Village somewhere in Port Elizabeth, one of many of which 
Port Elizabeth is justifiably proud. Was the blind alley turning into a 
haystack likely to reveal its needle in the person of Miss Fifield? 

This stage of the search for the lady was to find me with egg on my face 
when Miss Fifield was traced to the frail-care section of my own 
Retirement Village at Summerstrand suburb where I was living as a 
cottager. There, with the matron’s guidance, I found her, ninety-two 
years old, bedridden and frail, but with a memory as clear as a bell and 
relishing the opportunity to recall those happy days with the Wild Flower 
Society and the hectic run of days during Mary Denman’s exhibition. 

Somewhat tentatively, I asked her if she knew what had happened to the 
paintings? Were they still hidden somewhere in a Port Elizabeth cellar? 
No, Mary Denman had taken them with her when she left South Africa 
and had offered them to Kew Gardens as representatives of Port 
Elizabeth flora. In other words, she had bearded the most famous 
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botanical institute in the world and had had her offer accepted, a clear 
statement from which Miss Fifield would not budge.

I confess to having had a moment or two of doubt at this contention. Was 
it likely that so prestigious an institution would accept an amateur artist’s 
work which, after all, had no pretensions to being botanically correct 
when that august body’s whole 
ethos revolved around botany 
as a science? I would have to 
beard the lion in its den at Kew.

The Kew Librarian had the 
answer; Miss Fifield had been 
correct in all she had said. Kew 
had, indeed, accepted a batch 
of eighty of Mary’s paintings “...a 
collection of the exhibition which 
toured various towns in the late 
1960's when sponsored by the 
King George VI Art Gallery at 
Port Elizabeth”2. The secret was 
out; Mary Denman had made 
her way into the Seats of the 
Mighty and, in so doing, had 
given Port Elizabeth’s wild 
flowers a little of the publicity 
which she felt was their due.

Will anyone, especially a Port Elizabethan, follow in the footsteps of Mary 
Denman, an expatriate Englishwoman, and be bold enough to exhibit 
wild flower paintings, if not as a one-man exhibition, then in concert with 
other Port Elizabeth artists, professional or amateur?

We can only wait and see...and hope.

-o0o-

2 The Historical Society of Port Elizabeth approached Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew to ascertain the 
whereabouts of the Denman collection.  Kew Gardens have confirmed that they hold the collection of 
Mrs Mary Denman: A Collection of 80 South African Wild Flower Paintings.  The collection is held 
within the Kew Gardens Library and Archives and is available for consultation by researchers on 
request or by appointment.  The image in Figure 1 was supplied by Kew Gardens for information 
purposes only.  Taylor, G. 2024.  Personal email communication with Illustrations and Artefacts 
Collections, Royal Botanic Gardens Kew.  25 January 2024.    

Figure 1: Painting by Mary Denman
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The Hougham Park Horse Grave 
By: Celeste Booth1, Ivor Markman2, Graham Taylor3 & Graham 

Winton4 
In September 2022, Coega Development Corporation (CDC) employees 
located a large concentration of animal bones scattered across an area 
of approximately 3000 m2, located within the Hougham Park dune field 
in Zone 10 of the Coega Special Economic Zone (-33.7773, 25.7171).  
The aeolian dune field is located on the Schelm Hoek Formation of the 
Algoa Group as described by the Council for Geoscience (Le Roux, 
2000) and comprises unconsolidated windblown sand of Holocene age.  
The Skelmhoek dunes have been mined for building sand and the 
Hougham Park sand quarry was first established in the 1990s.   As part 
of the mining operations, an archaeologist monitors the activities of the 
mining company which take place on land owned by the CDC.     

The current article provides a summary of the conclusions drawn 
following a series of field visits undertaken by Booth, Markman and 
Taylor, over the period September 2022 to April 2023 and incorporates 
desktop support from Graham Winton - an international authority on war 
horses.  The bones had been identified in an area planned for mining, 
and the area is now demarcated and excluded from the mining area, 
pending the conclusion of reports to be prepared in terms of the South 
African National Heritage Resources Act 25 of 1999.  The bones were 
located on a partially vegetated dune slack, where the underlying 
Salnova formation is partially exposed and dune sand accumulations are 
less than three metres thick.   

At the outset, it was known that oral history of Hougham Park recalled 
the death of many Anglo-Boer war horses during the period 1899 to 1902 
(Drysdale, 2015), and that the bones of army horses which had died 
could be found in the shifting dunes when the wind exposes them.  An 
inspection of the site provided clear evidence that the bones were from 
horses.  Horseshoes, with rusted nails still visible, lay scattered around 
the site; there were buckles, rivets and other brass connectors from what 
appeared to be horse harnesses. The bones appeared to be horse 

 
1 Heritage Practitioner, Albany Museum appointed as the heritage consultant by mining company. 
2 Retired History/Heritage Photojournalist, The Herald, Port Elizabeth. 
3 Trade Facilitation Manager, Coega Development Corporation, Chair: Historical Society of Port 
Elizabeth. 
4 Author of “Theirs not to Reason Why: Horsing the British Army 1875-1925”, the first comprehensive 
study of the British Army’s horse services.  
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bones.  No intact skulls could be identified but some jawbones could be 
recognised.  

Figure 1- Largest Bones found on Site

However, despite the oral history, there were lingering doubts, as no 
verifiable evidence could be found that (a) the artefacts were of Anglo-
Boer war era, and (b) that Hougham Park had been used as a remount 
facility.  The current paper reviews the evidence which supports the 
existing oral history and affirms the two points where evidence has been 
lacking.  

Figure 2 - Remains of Paddock fence (left)  Horse shoe (right)
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Age of Artefacts - Headstamp
The site was documented by the heritage practitioner on 17 September 
2022 through the acquisition of GPS coordinates, photographic records, 
and a sketch map of the site.  A register of artefacts was noted.  Metal 
objects identified were either associated with the construction of the 
paddock, were part of harnesses for horses, or horseshoes - all in an 
advanced state of decomposition - which suggests an age coinciding 
with the Anglo-Boer war.  

The site was subsequently visited on numerous occasions, following 
strong winds, to ascertain whether additional artefacts had been 
exposed.  A visit on 04 April 2023 yielded definitive proof of the age of 
the site.  Wind had exposed some spent handgun cartridges, and one 
lead bullet.  The items were recovered and treated to assist with the 
dating of the site.  

Some cartridges were cleaned which were best suited for identifying any 
headstamp markings.  Following treatment, the headstamps were 
scanned at a very high resolution, clearly identified, and matched to the 
specifications for the “Cartridge S.A. Ball Pistol Webley Cordite Mark II” 
as identified in Figure 3 (War Office, 1905, p. 162). 

Figure 3 - Cartridge specification Webley Mark II (War Office, 1905)

The headstamp of the cartridge has five distinct marks, being “R”, “/|\”, 
“L”, “II” and “C”, the first three depicting the factory which manufactured 
the ammunition.  The Royal Laboratory, Woolwich, London, 
manufactured ammunition from 1880 to 1954 using the distinctive 
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headstamp “R /|\ L” (BMSAA, 2023).  The “C” and the “II” marks on the 
headstamp definitively identify the cartridge as a .455 Webley Mark II, as 
elaborated by Punnett (2023) in his elimination of the confusion which 
often exists with .455 ammunition.   Figure 4 compares the .455 Mark II 
cartridge headstamp as identified by Punnett (2023, p. Figure 4) with the 
cleaned cartridge retrieved from the dunes of Hougham Park.  

Figure 4 - Hougham Park Cartridge (Left) and Mark II identified by Punnett (Right)

The “C” on the headstamp definitively dates the manufacturing date of 
the cartridge to a period between 1897 and 1907.  According to BMSAA 
(2023) the headstamp “C”, which is for Cordite, was only included up to 
1907, whereafter the “C” was dropped from the headstamp.  Thus, in 
summary, the .455 calibre ammunition was manufactured by the Royal 
(R) Laboratory (L) in Woolwich, London, which is a British government 
institution (broad arrow heraldry of /|\), with a Mark II Webley 
specification (II) using Cordite (C), a mark which was dropped after 1907.  

Age of Artefacts - Dimensions
To validate the headstamp markings, the dimensions of the bullet have 
been compared to the specifications as depicted within figure 3.  A 
summary is provided in table 1.  Measurements were taken with a digital 
vernier and scale manufactured by Park Tools, a company renowned for 
high quality tooling.  Based on the table hereunder, the results support 
the identification of a .455 Mark II Webley bullet.



41 
 

 
Table 1- Measurements of .455 Webley Bullet 

MEASURE
MENT 

Figure 3 (imperial)5 Figure 3 
(metric)6 

Measurement 
of Hougham 
Park Bullet 

(two samples) 

Bullet 
Weight 

265 grain 17.2 grams 11 grams 

Bullet 
Diameter 

0.454 inches (11.53 
mm) 

11.5 mm Indeterminate 

Neck 
Diameter 

0.455 to 0.459 inches 
(11.56mm) 

12.0 / 12.1 
mm 

12.07 / 12.19 
mm 

Base 
Diameter 

0.475 to 0.479 inches 
(12.07mm) 

12.1 / 12.2 
mm  

12.2 / 12.15 mm 

Rim 
Diameter 

0.528 to 0.538 inches 
(13.41mm) 

13.5 / 13.6 
mm 

13.42 / 13.45 
mm 

Rim 
Thickness 

Not available 0.99 / 1.14 
mm 

1.05 / 1.1 mm  

Case 
Length 

0.74 to 0.76 inches 
(18.8mm) 

22.5 / 19.6 
mm 

19.03 / 19.12 
mm 

Overall 
Length 

1.22 to 1.26 inches 
(31mm) 

37.1 / 31.2 
mm 

Indeterminate 

Bullet 
Material 

Solid Lead round nose  Solid Lead 

Hougham Park as a Remount 
Hougham Park is not generally known as being a remount facility for the 
Anglo-Boer War.  Winton (2013), in his comprehensive study on the use 
of horses by the British Army, between 1875 and 1925, does not identify 
a remount facility at Hougham Park.  Similarly, Bodill (1982, pp. 54-58) 
identifies a remount depot at “the old showgrounds site in Mount Road, 
afterwards the Municipal Market”, and a “remount depot in North End”.   

 
5 Summary of imperial measurements from Figure 3, with the lowest value converted to metric by the 
current authors for ease of reference (War Office, 1905, p. 162) 
6 Summary of metric measurements from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/.455_Webley  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/.455_Webley
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Campbell (2011, p. 19) identifies the remount depot in North End as Vlei 
Post, which was located between Adderley and Zwartkops Streets, and 
Darling and Edgar streets, which had a large pond (vlei) on the Darling 
Street side, which was drained in 1906.   Bodil (1982, p. 55) identifies 
Kragga Kamma as a location where “the mules and cobs” were kept.  A 
stable was also identified as having been located in Sea Lane in 
downtown Port Elizabeth (between the present Russell and Albany 
Roads) (Campbell, 2011, p. 19).  

However, as noted by Winton (2013), by 1902, remount depots had been 
divided into three classes: landing depots; issuing depots, and debility 
farms.  Landing depots were at the port of entry; and in the case of Port 
Elizabeth, such would have been the closest facility to the Port – being 
the old Showgrounds site at Mount Road.   Issuing depots would be in 
proximity to rail facilities and stabling, and such was located at Vlei Post 
which was near the main road and railway infrastructure of North End.  
The debility farms are not clearly identified, with only a reference to 
mules and cobs being sent to Kragga Kamma, but it is unclear where the 
debility farms in Port Elizabeth would have been.   

Sydney Galvayne’s (1902) commentary on remounts in South Africa, 
provides clues.  “Galvayne” was the nom de plume for Frederick Henry 
Attride, a flamboyant commentator on horse health, who joined the 
remount service in South Africa during the Anglo-Boer war.  Galvayne 
(1902, p. 118) makes a clear distinction between a remount depot and a 
farm, viewing the depot as having good logistical connections to port, 
rail, or road, while the farms were areas for rehabilitating horses.  In his 
assessment of North American horse breeds, Galvayne (1902, p. 153) 
identifies a remount debility farm where the “poorest specimens were 
sent on to a farm twenty five miles out and very soon picked up”.  
Galvayne was in charge of one of the “convalescent farms”, which 
adjoined two other farms, each of which contained “25 square miles of 
country, with camps distributed all over them” (three farms of 6500 
hectares each).  But the commendations of Galvayne (1902, p. 199) 
provide the clearest evidence.  A letter dated 3 August 1900, from Lt.-
Col. Birkbeck, the Assistant Inspector of Remounts, commends 
Galvayne for the “excellent work you have done in organising the farm 
‘Tankatara’ so successfully”.  As indicated by Map 1, Tankatara is 
located adjacent to Hougham Park and the original extent of each of the 
farms would have been in the region of 6500ha.   
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Map 1 - Extract from Brink (1900): Farms around Hougham Park

It should be noted that the Hougham Park area has particularly bad 
invasions of Salsola kali (Russian tumbleweed) wherever soil is 
disturbed.  Originally an alien plant from Asia, it is thought to have been 
introduced into South Africa during the Anglo-Boer war, from imported 
animal fodder (Bromilow, 2001, p. 152).  The occurrences at Hougham 
Park could thus be related to forage from the Anglo-Boer war, albeit that 
the plant is invasive throughout the Cape Province.  

Definitive proof of a “convalescent farm” at Tankatara was confirmed by 
a site visit to Tankatara farm on 28 April 2023.  The Lake family have 
owned Tankatara since 1905 and the original horse stables are still 
largely intact.  Mr Peter Lake provided access to horse stabling facilities 
which contained equipment such as tack, feeding buckets, wooden 
cobbles (figure 5), and a medicine chest with contents (figure 6).  The 
medicine chest provided a definitive dating as it contained a “veterinary 
satchel” with the name “PW Court” (see figure 7).  Mr Philip Wathen 
Court owned Tankatara Farm from 1878 to December 1898 (Lake, 2005, 
p. 23).   
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Figure 5 – Tack (Left) Feeding Buckets (Middle) Wooden Cobbles (Right)

Figure 6 – Medicine Chest (Left) Contents of Upper Case (Right)

Figure 7 – Veterinary Satchel Tools (Left) Label on Veterinary Satchel (Right)

The Bubonic Plague and the Remounts
As described by Campbell (2011), George John Blackmore was the 
Chief Plague Officer in Port Elizabeth in 1901 and the evidence suggests 
a conflictual relationship between the military and the plague officer.  
When the plague broke out in South Africa in early 1901, Blackmore was 
sent from London to Cape Town.  Shortly thereafter, the first case 
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occurred in Port Elizabeth when infected rats were transported with 
maize being shipped in from Argentina as forage for horses being used 
in the Anglo Boer War.  Based on his experience in India, Blackmore 
was amongst the first to recognize the role played by rats in spreading 
the disease.  Blackmore held the view that rat fleas transmitted the 
disease, while the convention amongst the military, at the time, viewed 
infections coming via the respiratory tract, through infected meat, contact 
with infected people or their personal effects, insanitary conditions and 
through cuts and abrasions.   

As a result, the military used mechanisms such as the destruction of 
slums, forced removals, and the establishment of South Africa’s first 
racially segregated areas, as mechanisms to combat the plague (Smith, 
Van Heyningen, & Worden, 1999).  In Port Elizabeth, plague 
interventions resulted in forced removals and the establishment of the 
first racially segregated areas in New Brighton (Appel, 1986, p. 170).   

Blackmore’s methods for combating the plague put him at odds with the 
conventions of the military, to whom he reported.  Horse forage was 
removed, and rats were killed, as Blackmore had adopted the view that 
control of rats and their habitat was the most effective way of stopping 
the plague from spreading.  The plague was spreading through infected 
rats carried in horse forage, and after Blackmore had documented the 
33rd case of plague death in Port Elizabeth, and the remount depot was 
infected, the military forced Blackmore to return to England (Campbell, 
2011, p. 13).   

Conclusion 
The horse grave at Hougham Park has confirmed an oral history tradition 
of long standing - that the horses of the Anglo Boer war were in fact on 
Hougham Park.  However, lingering questions remain which have not 
been satisfactorily resolved to date.  The large number of spent 
cartridges at the grave site, and lead bullets, suggest that the horses 
were most likely shot on site for reasons still unknown.  The reasons for 
the disposal of the horses can only be speculated upon at this stage.  
The remnants of horse harnesses, brass harness buckles, and large 
numbers of horseshoes, is puzzling and cannot satisfactorily be 
explained at this stage.  On the one hand, it can be speculated that these 
are simply war surplus, where large amounts of military surplus are 
disposed of following the cessation of hostilities.  But the known frugality 
of farmers and the propensity for reuse of iron, brass and leather make 
it unlikely that such resources would not have been reused and suggest 
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undue haste in the disposal of the horses.  The coincident outbreak of 
the bubonic plague is a potential causative factor and is an area 
deserving of further research.       
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Book Review  

In Search of Dr Tancred from Cork by Bernard Hall
Published by:  Matador, 2023. 

As a child, Bernard Hall heard many tales of his great-great grandfather
– Dr Augustus Joseph Tancred – an Irish man of the cloth who eloped 
with a nun. Bernard Hall has had a lifelong quest, if not an obsession, to 
understand the life of Dr Tancred in a quest to document facts and dispel 
myths.  Part of Hall’s book documents the life of Dr Tancred in the 
Eastern Cape and represents an important record of a charismatic 
individual captured during a turbulent and formative period of local 
history.  The book reads like a fascinating novel, a detective story of a 
descendent in search of his ancestry.  At first glance, the writing appears 
anecdotal and spared of the normal rigorous academic references.  As 
such the style of writing is refreshing as it quickly became apparent that 
there is a lifetime of meticulous research which has underpinned the 
work and there are ample references for further research.  In so doing, 
the adventurous approach of Bernard Hall makes the book immensely 
pleasurable to read, with enough detail to find any source references 
should the need arise.  
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Coincidently, Liz Eshmeade, a prominent Port Elizabeth genealogist had 
also been reading the book and she was as thrilled as I was.  One can 
only marvel at the extent of work which has gone into researching Dr 
Tancred’s story.  Throughout the book one gets a sense of the tension 
between the obituary of Dr Tancred and the reality of an ancestor’s life.  
Dr Tancred’s obituary states that he was a Doctor of Divinity from Trinity 
College, Dublin, Rector of the Priory Church of Christchurch in 
Hampshire, an emigrant to the Cape Colony in 1842, a champion of civil 
rights, a campaigner for self-rule at the Cape, and a member of the first 
Cape Parliament in 1854.   

Bernard Hall’s meticulous research finds flaws in the obituary and shows 
that events had often been sanitized or glamourized, invented or were 
missing.  My sense after reading the book is that Dr Tancred was on the 
edge of the fine line between madness and genius, pushed to the edge 
by the circumstances of his life, place, and time.  Dr Tancred was caught 
in the midst of the complexities of the Eastern Cape, in a cauldron of 
divided liberal outlooks opposed to the conservative hegemony which 
dominated the politics of the Eastern Cape and which broke strong and 
landed personalities such as Andries Stockenström, John Fairbairn, and 
Thomas Pringle.  I get the sense that Dr Tancred was overwhelmed by 
the very characteristics of the Cape Liberal tradition, of being opposed 
to the conservative tradition of the Somerset’s, yet torn apart by the 
disunity of purpose amongst the Cape Liberals. 

Bernard Hall’s publication is the outcome of a lifelong passion with a 
limited print run and is now available in the Africana section of the Main 
Public Library of Nelson Mandela Bay.      

Graham Taylor 

-o0o- 
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Guidelines for Contributors  
  

Contributions in English or Afrikaans not exceeding 3000 words are 
welcome.  All contributions must be original and must not have been 
published elsewhere.  Articles must be typed in Arial size 12 font, with 
footnotes at the end of the article, and must be submitted in MS Word 
(*.docx) format.  Illustrations must be contained within the MS Word 
document.  

For general style and reference techniques, contributors can refer to this 
issue for guidance.  The editorial sub-committee reserves the right to 
edit contributions where necessary, and the edited draft will be 
submitted to the author for approval before publishing.    

All correspondence in connection with this Journal must be addressed 
to:   
 
The Editor,  
Looking Back  

 

Contributions must be submitted by email to: 
info@historicalsocietype.co.za       
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES FOR THE YEAR 2023 
  
 
Ordinary & Family Membership:   R100 
 
Corporate Membership:    R1000 
 
The Society organizes events according to a programme determined in 
consultation with the membership.  Our journal, Looking Back, is issued 
to all categories annually at year end.  
  
Members in each category are entitled to one vote at the Annual General 
Meeting in February of each year or at a Special General Meeting.   
  
 
PUBLICATIONS  
 

TITLE PRICE 
Donkin Heritage and Richmond Hill Trails booklet (9th 
Edition 2016) 

R50 

Gazetteer of the Port Elizabeth and Uitenhage Divisions of 
the old Cape Colony, compiled by Bartle Logie and Margaret 
Harradine 

R450 

History of the EH Walton Group R50 
Looking Back, an assortment of back copies of the Historical 
Society of Port Elizabeth journal between 1965 and 2022.    

R10 

Port Elizabeth – A Social Chronicle to the end of 1945, 
Margaret Harradine.  

R450 

 
To purchase copies of publications contact:  
info@historicalsocietype.co.za  
 

mailto:info@historicalsocietype.co.za
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Historical Society of Port Elizabeth - Committee 2023 
  

PRESIDENT 
Bartle Logie 

 
COMMITTEE 2023 

 

Chairman: Graham Taylor 
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Treasurer:  

Lynn Middendorp 

Andre Crozier 

Secretary:  Coleen O’Brien 

 

EDITORIAL SUB-COMMITTEE 
Dawn Mc Carthy 

Coleen O’Brien 

Graham Taylor 

Carol Victor 

 

 

Website:    www.historicalsocietype.co.za  

Email:  info@historicalsocietype.co.za  

 

http://www.historicalsocietype.co.za/
mailto:info@historicalsocietype.co.za
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Objectives of the Society 
 

i. To foster and promote interest in the historic past of South 
Africa, particularly of the Eastern Cape and more particularly 
of Port Elizabeth and district. 

ii. To stimulate interest in historic research. 
iii. The placing of descriptive plaques on buildings or other 

places of historic interest in Port Elizabeth and district. 
iv. To disseminate the results of its work in the widest possible 

manner by the publication of a bulletin or journal, or by any 
other means. 

v. To undertake the organization of lectures and visits to local 
historic sites. 

vi. To co-operate or associate with any other organization 
whether local or national having similar interests and 
objectives. 

 
 
 

     BANK DETAILS 
 

Standard Bank of South Africa 
Pickering Street, Port Elizabeth  

(Branch code 050017). 
Cheque account No 080274102. 

 
WEBSITE 

www.historicalsocietype.co.za – Please check our website and 
Facebook account for information regarding the society. 

 
EMAIL 

Contact the society on info@historicalsocietype.co.za 
 

http://www.historicalsocietype.co.za/
http://www.historicalsocietype.co.za/
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